
Syria Earthquake
February 2023

Government-controlled
areas

Bi-Weekly Highlights - 17/02/2023



Update #8 | 17 of February 2023 2

Key Developments

● Priority geographical areas: The earthquakes severely affected Aleppo and Idlib

governorates, and to a lesser extent Lattakia, Tartous, Homs and Hama.

● Priority needs include heavy machines for debris removal; medical supplies, including

ambulances and medicine; shelter and non-food items, including heating; emergency food

assistance, WASH and psychosocial support.

● Priority affected groups: 8.8 million people are affected across the country. More than

298,000 people left their homes.

● Access: Turkish authorities are discussing opening another crossing into Government-held

areas in Idlib. Al Watan reports that an agreement was reached between the Government of

Syria and opposition groups in northwest Syria and shipments will start on Saturday to Idlib

via Saraqib.

● Shelter/NFIs: 900,000 people are in urgent need of shelter assistance across the

country, with 509,000 people targeted. 18,500 families are currently sheltered in collective

centers but more temporary shelters are being set up as occupancy keeps growing at risk of

overcrowding.

● Health: 1,414 dead and 2,349 injured people, mainly orthopedic trauma, with high risk of

wound infection and tetanus. High needs of PSS. Health centers struggle with lack of

resources, damaged facilities and lack of fuel.

● WASH: Significant damage to the water networks reported, with 12 high water tanks

damaged or affected in Government-held areas. In Lattakia, the Ghaniri reservoir threatens

to burst in a residential area.

● Protection: Protection is a growing issue, with a large number of unaccompanied children

and overcrowded shelters. GBV and sexual harassment reported in Aleppo and Lattakia. Lack

of specialized assistance to people with disabilities and the elderly.

● Education: At least 454 schools damaged by the earthquake and 126 used as shelters.

● Food: Food prices keep rising and markets remain impacted by the earthquake, notably in

Aleppo. Lack of bread availability was reported in all sub-districts affected by the earthquake,

in particular in collective centers.

● Logistics: Weak internet communication and damages to the electricity grid are hampering

the response, as well as fuel shortages.
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Crisis Overview

Two magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes occurred on Monday 6 February in southeastern
Türkiye, affecting more than 13.5 million people. Since then over 4,300 tremors were recorded
in the area.

One of the strongest earthquakes in the region in more than 100 years, of 7.8 magnitude,
occurred on Monday 6 February in southeastern Türkiye at about 4:15 am local time (1:15
UTC), centered about 70 kilometers from Gaziantep, in Şekeroba (ADAM WFP 06/02/2023). A
strong 6.7 aftershock was felt in Türkoğlu, a few kilometers north from the first earthquake,
about 10 minutes later (ADAM WFP 06/02/2023). Another 7.7 earthquake occurred 100
kilometers north of the first one, in Ekinözü, with an aftershock of magnitude 6, at 1:30 pm
local time (ADAM WFP 06/02/2023).

A series of earthquakes have been following the initial tremors, with more than 3,170 tremors
recorded since the first worst earthquake until 14 February midday (AFAD #30 14/02/2023).
Experts   estimate that aftershocks could last up to two years (Hurriyet Daily 08/02/2023). For
comparison, following the earthquake in Bodrum in 2017, 9,009 aftershocks were recorded in a
year (Hurriyet Daily 09/02/2023).

The earthquakes have been felt throughout the region, in neighboring countries, especially
Syrian border regions with Türkiye (Anadolu Agency 06/02/2023). They severely affected
northwest Syria, where Syrian authorities reported deaths as far south as Hama, about 100
kilometers from the epicentre, including in the cities of Aleppo, Idlib, Homs and Hama, home to
about 4.5 million people and about 6 million people in Government-controlled areas (OCHA
09/02/2023).

Crisis Impact Overview
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https://twitter.com/WFP_ADAM/status/1622410463328747520/photo/1
https://twitter.com/WFP_ADAM/status/1622412941893984263/photo/1
https://twitter.com/WFP_ADAM/status/1622548996412608512/photo/1
https://www.afad.gov.tr/kahramanmarasta-meydana-gelen-depremler-hk-basin-bulteni-30
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/10-provinces-experienced-cosmic-disaster-experts-180699
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/aftershocks-may-last-for-months-expert-warns-180731
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/74-magnitude-earthquake-jolts-turkiye-s-kahramanmaras-province/2807105
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-4-earthquake-09-february-2023
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/posts/pfbid0TvNQFGJfxZWN5hu1s6qzySjwjQqgg2wWtHjz3ZyHFPnriAg2VqPgWCCpSmhNYfPMl?__cft__[0]=AZUH5m77FUEd99Kyc8xXMVZP-Hr2NsRFnKaHucg1dEmLSesJ_XvT8da5hCAbVCaknqYG4M4pDFwmMd2QPtFqlfh236UnnJlv_kq7lrxdviLioLkrzykfJiVSiP8P9yun_py7bQFN6EsVvVz7YPJtbKI7oACfPBlSCpLD8rXbXUmNovaoWQ9khjePtaAFXA-E_HaxFIwODgyqfHXYTn_XvHf5&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/posts/pfbid0TvNQFGJfxZWN5hu1s6qzySjwjQqgg2wWtHjz3ZyHFPnriAg2VqPgWCCpSmhNYfPMl?__cft__[0]=AZUH5m77FUEd99Kyc8xXMVZP-Hr2NsRFnKaHucg1dEmLSesJ_XvT8da5hCAbVCaknqYG4M4pDFwmMd2QPtFqlfh236UnnJlv_kq7lrxdviLioLkrzykfJiVSiP8P9yun_py7bQFN6EsVvVz7YPJtbKI7oACfPBlSCpLD8rXbXUmNovaoWQ9khjePtaAFXA-E_HaxFIwODgyqfHXYTn_XvHf5&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/nearly-300000-displaced-by-syria-quake-state-media-2023-02-08/
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| Map 1 | Earthquakes intensity map | Source: UGSS, DFS & iMMAP, 7 February 2023
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Impact - Cross Sector

8.8 million people are affected across Syria. More than 298,000 people are displaced.

Priority areas

Across Syria, 8.8 million people are affected in 170 sub-districts in 43 districts, 10 governorates
according to the latest flash appeal by OCHA. The most affected areas include Aleppo
governorate, with 4.2 million people impacted and Idlib governorate, with almost 3 million
people affected. 4.9 million people are targeted for 3 months (OCHA 14/02/2023).

The UN estimates that over 6 million people have been affected by the earthquake in the
government controlled areas. This includes communities in the most affected Governorates of
Aleppo (2 million people with more than 200,000 people left homeless (MEE 14/02/2023), Hama
(1.3 million), Latakia (1.2 million), Homs (963,000), Tartous (521,000) and southern Idleb
(27,000). This total also includes some communities in the less affected Governorates of
Deir-ez-Zor and Ar-Raqqa (UNHCR 13/02/2023).

In Aleppo, the sub-districts of Shaar, Kalaseh, Salah Eddin, Myassar, Akabeh, Azizieh, Baroun,
Ein Al Tal, Nubol, Zahra, Bustan AzZahra, Azamieh, Fardous, Salheen are among the worst-hit
areas (OCHA 08/02/2023). In Lattakia, according to the local authorities, affected areas include
Al Oweiniyeh, Al Kazzazin and Al-Raml Janoubi neighborhood in Lattakia city, as well as
Demsarkho, Jablah, Al-Qabu and Astamo villages (OCHA 06/02/2023). In Tartous, Qadmous,
Qallue, and Banyas towns are also affected, as well as Hama (OCHA 06/02/2023).

12,130 Palestine refugees, living in four camps (Lattakia, Neirab, Ein-el Tal and Hama), are
considered in need, representing about 25% of the Palestinian refugee population in the four
areas (OCHA 13/02/2023).

Priority needs
After more than ten days of the devastating earthquake, the needs and priorities of the affected
people have changed. Lack of access to energy sources, including fuel for heating, the severe
damage to water and sewage networks in collective shelters, lack of recovery machinery /
excavators, unavailability of certain supplies, and lack of funding continue to be the key
challenges to the response. The urgent need will be to provide shelter, food, education, and
psychosocial care according to the United Nations Relief Coordinator (Al Arabiya 13/02/2023,
(OCHA 16/02/2023).

An estimated 62,000 Palestine refugees living in 4 camps in Lattakia, Neirab, Ein-el Tal and
Hamahave have been affected by the earthquake, with 90% of them estimated to be in need
(Flash Appeal 14/02/2023). Currently, there is a lack of NFIs in the camps (including flashlights
and batteries due to the lack of electricity), repair of damaged homes, hygiene and dignity kits
for women and girls, winter clothing, psychosocial support and food items. In Ein el-Tal, an

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-flash-appeal-humanitarian-programme-cycle-february-may-2023
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-earthquake-saudi-arabia-plane-aid-lands
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/801b1480-291f-457a-ad88-83acbbb5195f/230213%20UNHCR%20Syria%20Flash%20Update%207_External%20FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-3-earthquake-8-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-earthquake-6-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-earthquake-6-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/syria/2023/02/13/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B0-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/bea35fc1-9f47-450c-b47c-80052b539220/Flash%20Update%2011%20Earthquake%2016%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/flash-appeal-syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-february-may-2023
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alternative location is needed for the mobile clinic to operate due to damaged buildings nearby
(UNRWA 13/02/2023, HCT Protection sector 16/02/2023).

Displacement

Shelter remains amongst the main critical needs within displaced families, as many of those
families are currently staying in open areas or seeking accommodation in damaged buildings
(UNHCR 14/02/2023). More than 298,000 people left their homes due to the earthquakes,
mainly in Aleppo (370 HHs people)(UNHCR 13/02/2023), Latakia and Tartous (120 HHs, 65 of
whom had previously been internally displaced), Hama, Idlib countryside(OCHA 12/02/2023).
The IDPs reported extreme needs for shelter and NFI (HCT protection sector 14/02/2023).

Aggravating factors

● Humanitarian access

Amid calls to ease sanctions, the US Treasury Department issued a license on 9 February
allowing all transactions related to earthquake relief that would be otherwise prohibited by the
Syrian sanctions regulations, for 180 days (GoUSA 09/02/2023). The transfer of relief aid from
areas controlled by the Syrian government to the territory controlled by the opposition is
hampered by problems in obtaining the approval of "Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (Al Arabiya
13/02/2023).

Shelter/NFIs

900,000 people identified as in urgent need of shelter and 509,000 people targeted across the
country. The occupancy of collective shelters keeps increasing.

Impact and needs

Across Syria, 5.37 million people affected by the earthquake will need some kind of shelter
assistance (UNHCR 10/02/2023). The Shelter Cluster identified 900,000 people in urgent need,
and targeted 509,000 in the flash appeal (OCHA 14/02/2023). While over 18,500 families are
being accommodated in collective shelters, the majority of the displaced families are residing
within the communities in 126 schools, government buildings, mosques, churches and public
spaces which are being used as temporary collective shelters (UNHCR 13/02/2023, OCHA
15/02/2023, BBC 16/02/2023). Before the earthquake, more than 1,500 buildings were at risk
of collapse in the city of Aleppo, most of them in eastern Aleppo, home to informal housing
areas (Syria Report 07/02/2023).

● Damages

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/03b59726-e180-4d45-9a8b-7de058a2b320/unrwa_sitrep_no.5_12_feb_2023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4739e63c-d2a8-45f3-9b54-189ba457de24/Protection%20Flash%20Update%20%235-16%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/70db1cab-096d-4150-b93a-9c91b09431d8/UNHCR%20Syria%20Emergency%20Response%20to%20the%20Earthquake%20-%20Flash%20Update%20%238%20%2814%20February%202023%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/801b1480-291f-457a-ad88-83acbbb5195f/230213%20UNHCR%20Syria%20Flash%20Update%207_External%20FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/75c22858-24b5-4d4e-a406-0cccc80bf348/Syria%20HCT%20-%20Protection%20Sector%20Earthquake%20Update%20-%20February%2014%2C%202023.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1261
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/syria/2023/02/13/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%BA%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2023/2/63e652994/unhcr-5-million-need-shelter-support-syria-quake.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/flash-appeal-syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-february-may-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/1ebc23c4-48fb-4e6c-bc4f-a22d4fec0200/OCHA%20Syria_%20Earthquake%20Response_%20Flash%20Update%2008%2013%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c51llqkzr77o
https://hlp.syria-report.com/hlp/earthquake-causes-collapse-of-hundreds-of-buildings-across-syria/
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At least 56 buildings have collapsed in Aleppo (OCHA 12/02/2023), four in Hama and one in
Homs (OCHA 08/02/2023).

As of February 13, numerous buildings have been assessed and their status declared in several
Syrian cities. In Aleppo, over 900 buildings were assessed, with many considered at medium
risk or dangerous. 51 buildings were demolished, and a significant number of individuals have
been displaced from their homes. Public safety committees in Homs and Tartous have declared
some buildings safe, while in Lattakia, thousands of buildings were inspected, with some
closures. In other cities like rural Damascus, Harasta, Idlib, Deir-ez-Zor, and Hama, numerous
government buildings, schools, mosques, and churches were partially or completely damaged,
with hundreds of houses affected and dozens of evacuations and evaluations being carried out
(Al Watan 14/02/2023, Al Watan 15/02/2023, UNDP 15/02/2023, SANA 15/02/2023, SANA
16/02/2023).

● Collective centers
The number of families coming to the collective shelters is increasing since they cannot stay in
their homes and the relief efforts only focus on supporting people in collective shelters
(Protection 16/02/2023). Opening new collective shelters is a challenge. In Hama, three new
collective shelters opened on 14 February, with insufficient administration and coordination of
service provision. It has proven difficult to identify and reach affected families outside collective
shelters, especially in rural areas (HCT protection sector 14/02/2023). There is also an overall
need to find alternative housing for children whose homes have been heavily affected (OCHA ,
16/02/2023).

In Rural Damascus, the Governorate designated three collective shelters in Harjala village, Adra
city, and Ad-Dweir to accommodate families evacuated from the ramshackle buildings that will
be demolished (OCHA 16/02/2023). In Lattakia, at least 6,000 families (about 30,000 people)
are currently being hosted in 22 temporary shelters, including Government buildings (OCHA
12/02/2023). The Governor indicates a total of 47 shelters in the governorate (SANA
14/02/2023). UNHCR partners identified 340 newly displaced families including 18 children in
Raas Al-Basei (UNHCR 14/02/2023). 120 families were evacuated from severely damaged
houses, 65 HHs of whom had previously been internally displaced. Now, they are accommodated
by relatives (Protection Cluster 16/02/2023). In Tartous, 442 families who were displaced from
Banyas, Qadmous and Tartous City are being hosted by local communities. Additionally, some
213 families who fled Aleppo also moved to Tartous and are being hosted in the communities
(OCHA 12/02/2023). In Idlib, four interim shelters were established to host families from Idlib,
in the Sheikh Bahr area for 200 families, in Maaret Tamsrin community for 160 families and two
other centers in Idlib governorate (OCHA 07/02/2023). In Aleppo, temporary shelters for
affected families were opened in Aleppo, including 150 apartments in Masaken Hanano, 25
apartments in the rehabilitation and training centre in Sheikh Taha, and 17 formal education
schools (OCHA 06/02/2023). In addition, 126 sites have been allocated to shelter those
affected, including schools, markets, mosques, and churches (Syria Report 07/02/2023). The
Syndicate of Engineers reported that previously inhabited houses in Ein el-Tal camp are safe for
families to return to (UNRWA 12/02/2023). At least 3,789 people from Aleppo city have been
displaced to five sub-districts in rural Aleppo. Mobile teams and community centres are
supporting IDPs with protection services and referral. IDPs reported extreme needs for shelter

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-3-earthquake-8-february-2023
https://alwatan.sy/archives/335147
https://alwatan.sy/archives/335302
https://hlp.syria-report.com/hlp/earthquake-causes-collapse-of-hundreds-of-buildings-across-syria/
https://sana.sy/?p=1840916
https://sana.sy/?p=1841635
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4739e63c-d2a8-45f3-9b54-189ba457de24/Protection%20Flash%20Update%20%235-16%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/75c22858-24b5-4d4e-a406-0cccc80bf348/Syria%20HCT%20-%20Protection%20Sector%20Earthquake%20Update%20-%20February%2014%2C%202023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/cbc8efe3-e959-43ff-b1f2-cde2bafa3949/Flash%20Update%2010%20Earthquake%2015%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=300418
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/70db1cab-096d-4150-b93a-9c91b09431d8/UNHCR%20Syria%20Emergency%20Response%20to%20the%20Earthquake%20-%20Flash%20Update%20%238%20%2814%20February%202023%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4739e63c-d2a8-45f3-9b54-189ba457de24/Protection%20Flash%20Update%20%235-16%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/earthquake-turkiye-and-north-west-syria-flash-update-no-2-7-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-earthquake-6-february-2023
https://hlp.syria-report.com/hlp/earthquake-causes-collapse-of-hundreds-of-buildings-across-syria/
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/earthquake-status-update-no5-northern-syria-12-february-2023
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and NFI (HCT protection 14/02/2023). Hama and Homs: In Hama Governorate 250 families were
being hosted in the temporary shelters and by local communities (OCHA 12/02/2023). In
Deir-ez-Zor 580 families were temporarily displaced, of which 68 remain temporarily displaced
and are being hosted in the sports centre (OCHA 09/02/2023). In As-Sweida, around 21 families
have arrived from Aleppo and Lattakia, and are hosted by their relatives. So far 118 families
were displaced from earthquake-affected areas in Aleppo and Lattakia to Rural Damascus,
Damascus and As-Sweida(OCHA 16/02/2023).

Health

More than 2,349 injured people, mainly orthopedic trauma, with high risk of wound infection
and tetanus. High needs of PSS. Activity of health centers hindered by damaged facilities and
lack of resources and fuel.

Impact and needs

1,414 deaths and 2,349 injured people are reported as of 13 February (MoH 13/02/2023). In
Hama province,   the number of earthquake victims amounts to 49 deaths and 67 injuries,
according to the Health Ministry (SANA 07/02/2023). In Tartous and Lattakia, an estimated 566
people were killed in the earthquake and over 880 people are estimated to be injured (OCHA
09/02/2023). In Lattakia, 805 deaths and 1,131 injuries are reported (SANA 14/02/2023).

| Table 1 | Casualties

Casualties numbers are expected to rise significantly, as rubbles and debris are being cleared.

Injured Death

Syria Government-
controlled areas

1,414
(MoH 13/02/2023)

2,349
(MoH 13/02/2023)

● Health risks

Lack of shelter, exposure to severe winter weather conditions, overcrowded living conditions,
shortages in power supply and disrupted water networks will exacerbate pre-existing health
risks in the area and will contribute to increased mortality and morbidity (WHO 11/02/2023).
Lack of access to health care, poor hygiene and sanitation, poor quality or lack of dietary
diversity, and reduced levels of food consumption are also likely to lead to increased
malnutrition (OCHA 11/02/2023). An estimated 148,000 women are currently pregnant and
37,000 are expected to deliver over the next three months, of which about 5,550 women may

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/75c22858-24b5-4d4e-a406-0cccc80bf348/Syria%20HCT%20-%20Protection%20Sector%20Earthquake%20Update%20-%20February%2014%2C%202023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-4-earthquake-09-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/posts/pfbid02CHGWtyf9y5RtFntMCFCyNsBoDnb6D8GLiZfKeUhKMpcoujtSAfyV2pGe9ma5uza2l?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXYPzV9QCh9wqifTAvLboGKN1vRPZhR5tENnYVbgt3fv18T3PTnzUQVaupVATiWkutVIPqSQ75k2g95LzS73z0SVcWKktp_TUYI6ZqSeUq-yFViewy8P9AZN61oQTwvJZ5iEVhgH26VPovu1UUgRw7H6pJxS_P_mB_x8Ta8NLGUSq-kutYtzPugZODRgtTOvsmfHtWTxtvUqztjRBUTRB4S&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=299385
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-4-earthquake-09-february-2023
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=300418
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/posts/pfbid02CHGWtyf9y5RtFntMCFCyNsBoDnb6D8GLiZfKeUhKMpcoujtSAfyV2pGe9ma5uza2l?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXYPzV9QCh9wqifTAvLboGKN1vRPZhR5tENnYVbgt3fv18T3PTnzUQVaupVATiWkutVIPqSQ75k2g95LzS73z0SVcWKktp_TUYI6ZqSeUq-yFViewy8P9AZN61oQTwvJZ5iEVhgH26VPovu1UUgRw7H6pJxS_P_mB_x8Ta8NLGUSq-kutYtzPugZODRgtTOvsmfHtWTxtvUqztjRBUTRB4S&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/posts/pfbid02CHGWtyf9y5RtFntMCFCyNsBoDnb6D8GLiZfKeUhKMpcoujtSAfyV2pGe9ma5uza2l?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXYPzV9QCh9wqifTAvLboGKN1vRPZhR5tENnYVbgt3fv18T3PTnzUQVaupVATiWkutVIPqSQ75k2g95LzS73z0SVcWKktp_TUYI6ZqSeUq-yFViewy8P9AZN61oQTwvJZ5iEVhgH26VPovu1UUgRw7H6pJxS_P_mB_x8Ta8NLGUSq-kutYtzPugZODRgtTOvsmfHtWTxtvUqztjRBUTRB4S&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/2023/who_flashappeal_earthquakeresponse_11-feb-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=94d4de2a_1
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-6-earthquake-11-february-2023
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experience complications requiring emergency obstetric care including cesarean-section (OCHA
09/02/2023).

Assessments highlight high levels of distress among the affected population. The vast majority
exhibit signs of anxiety, while a smaller number report panic attacks, sleep disorders,
depression, PTSD and post-earthquake syndrome. Children continue to exhibit serious
symptoms of trauma such as distress, violence, symptoms of urinary incontinence and panic
attacks (HCT Protection Sector 13/02/2023, OCHA 13/02/2023).

● Damage and services

In Lattakia, structural damage was also reported in key infrastructure like hospitals in Latakia
and Jablah (UNHCR 08/02/2023). According to IMC, there is a risk that healthcare facilities run
out of psychotropic medications in the coming months (IMC 13/02/2023). In Aleppo, hospitals
did not have enough rooms for new patients. Al-Razi Hospital has too many beds to fit in the
wards. They end in aisles and stretch out into the cold courtyard according to a Syrian doctor
(BBC 16/02/2023).

In Hama, a preliminary assessment showed that four hospitals and sixty health facilities were
damaged after the destructive earthquake. One of them is at high risk of collapsing (UNDP
15/02/2023).

● Health needs

Preliminary assessments indicate that about 80% of the injuries correspond to orthopedic
trauma. The risk of wound infection and tetanus is high due to difficulties related to the
provision of immediate health care, access to health facilities, and delayed admission to
hospitals for acute injuries (OCHA 11/02/2023). The Directorate of Health in Hama reported an
urgent need for emergency kits in both national hospitals in Hama city and As-Sqailbyah (OCHA
08/02/2023).

In Latakia Governorates: according to a needs assessment conducted by UNHCR in Lattakia,
Jableh and rural areas, Food, water, hygiene kits, medicine, and medical services were reported
as main needs (UNHCR 13/02/2023). Priority needs include NFIs, food, hygiene and dignity kits
for women and girls. Health services, assistive devices (including wheelchairs) and psychosocial
support, such as child friendly places, also remain high on the list of needs (OCHA 13/02/2023).

Fuel is urgently needed to ensure continuation of critical emergency obstetric care and surgical
intervention as well as urgent patient transportation to reach health facilities. There are also
challenges securing fuel for transportation for integrated mobile teams to implement their
services including the distribution of supplies (OCHA 16/02/2023).

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-4-earthquake-09-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-hct-coordinated-response-protection-sector-and-areas-responsibility-aor-2nd-flash-update-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-syria-emergency-response-earthquake-flash-update-3-8-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syriaturkey-earthquakes-situation-report-4-february-13-2023
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c51llqkzr77o
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/early-recovery-and-livelihoods-sector-hct-eq-response-update-february-15th-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-6-earthquake-11-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-3-earthquake-8-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/801b1480-291f-457a-ad88-83acbbb5195f/230213%20UNHCR%20Syria%20Flash%20Update%207_External%20FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/1ebc23c4-48fb-4e6c-bc4f-a22d4fec0200/OCHA%20Syria_%20Earthquake%20Response_%20Flash%20Update%2008%2013%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/bea35fc1-9f47-450c-b47c-80052b539220/Flash%20Update%2011%20Earthquake%2016%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_FINAL.pdf
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WASH

Significant damage to the water networks reported, with 12 high water tanks damaged or
affected in Government-held areas. In Lattakia, the Ghaniri reservoir threatens to burst in a
residential area. Damaged WASH facilities and lack of running water in Aleppo, Lattakia and
Tartoun. Risks of cholera have been highlighted due to contamination of water.

Impact and needs

Preliminary reports indicate significant damage to the water networks. The water department
confirmed that 12 high water tanks were damaged or affected (OCHA 08/02/2023). Structural
damage to water reservoirs and tanks are reported, in Lattakia, six elevated water reservoirs
collapsed and 57 damaged (OCHA 16/02/2023). Three water pumping stations in Al Qerdaha
district went out of service on 11 February, affecting the provision of water to at least 30,000
people (OCHA 12/02/2023). The 200m3 Ghaniri reservoir is reportedly falling apart and the Al
Bahloulieh Al Rastan station is also showing huge structural damages (OCHA 06/02/2023). On 7
February, the Lattakia City Council announced the collapse of the high-water reservoir in Dahr
Al-Syriani village, stopping water pumping in several villages, including Al-Rama, Al-Qaqaia,
Buweib Al-Assal, Dahr Al-Syriani, Al-Mushairfa, Dahr Beit Aqel (Syria Report 07/02/2023). As it
is located in a residential area, there is a high risk of flooding.

In Aleppo, preliminary findings showed that the reservoir in Maskaneh community is partially
damaged, and cracks were observed on some structural elements, as well as caving issues
beneath the settling reservoir and other pipes/structures. There is an urgent need to repair and
restore the reservoir, as nearly 35 communities depend on access to safe water through this
reservoir (OCHA 16/02/2023). In Hama, seven collective high-water tanks reportedly collapsed
and five others were damaged, 91 elevated reservoirs were damaged and 131 wells are at high
risk of collapsing (OCHA 06/02/2023, OCHA 12/02/2023, UNDP 14/02/2023). Turbidity,
contamination, and reduced functionality have been reported, contributing to a higher risk of
waterborne illness, including exacerbation of pre-existing cholera and hepatitis A outbreaks.
Laboratory equipment for water analysis and monitoring are critically needed (OCHA
09/02/2023). Many people in affected areas do not have access to toilets or sanitation facilities,
due to damaged WASH facilities and lack of running water, putting them at risk of waterborne
diseases. Public networks have reportedly stopped pumping water and many private and public
wells have stopped working with long queues of water trucks reported (OCHA 16/02/2023, The
Syrian Observer 16/02/2023). In Lattakia and Tartoun, the lack of wash facilities made the
residents in most of the collective shelters vulnerable to lice, scabies, and contagious and
infectious diseases (HCT Protection Sector 16/02/2023).

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-3-earthquake-8-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/bea35fc1-9f47-450c-b47c-80052b539220/Flash%20Update%2011%20Earthquake%2016%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-earthquake-6-february-2023
https://syria-report.com/government-responds-to-major-earthquake-that-left-thousands-dead-in-turkey-and-syria/
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/bea35fc1-9f47-450c-b47c-80052b539220/Flash%20Update%2011%20Earthquake%2016%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-earthquake-6-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/f14431f7-56a8-4dbe-ba9b-621a642184f3/Early%20Recovery%20and%20Livelihoods%20Sector%20HCT%20-%20EQ%20Response%20Update%20February%2014th%2C%202023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-4-earthquake-09-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4a5bea71-f8c8-4a5b-b68e-3a4fa130fcd7/EQ-FlashUpdate-9-V1.pdf
https://syrianobserver.com/news/81748/syria-today-assad-wants-to-escape-isolation-after-earthquake.html
https://syrianobserver.com/news/81748/syria-today-assad-wants-to-escape-isolation-after-earthquake.html
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4739e63c-d2a8-45f3-9b54-189ba457de24/Protection%20Flash%20Update%20%235-16%20February.pdf
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Protection

Protection is a growing issue, with a large number of unaccompanied children and
overcrowded shelters. Lack of assistance to the elderly and disabled people. GBV and sexual
harassment incidents reported in Aleppo and Lattakia.

Protection is a growing issue, with large numbers of unidentified and separated children.
Inadequate shelter arrangements and overcrowding remain a concern. Some shelters are not
equipped with led lights and batteries to strengthen protection-rounded solutions and toilets in
some shelters are not gender segregated. At the same time, many affected people are being
reluctant to stay in collective shelters, fearing robbery, abuse and GBV.   Special assistance to
the elderly, disabled people, and those suffering from chronic diseases is a vast gap. KIs
reported that some of the facilities are not accessible to people with disabilities and that walking
assistance devices are widely unavailable (HCT Protection Sector 13/02/2023, UNHCR
13/02/2023, OCHA, 13/02/2023, OCHA 16/02/2023). Moreover, tensions and security issues
have also been reported in collective shelters, triggered by several actors, including charity and
community-led initiatives groups collecting data in shelters simultaneously (OCHA 15/02/2023).

Assessments in shelters in Aleppo and Lattakia revealed that despite the risk in their building
(partially damaged), some families reportedly refuse to move to shelters due to the lack of
privacy. Sexual harassment and gender-based violence cases continue to be reported by women
and girls in crowded shelters in Aleppo and Lattakia (HCT Protection Sector 14/02/2023). There
are also very important needs for Therapeutic Services (Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy,
and Speech and Language Therapy) for the affected population, many are physically and
cognitively (head injury) impaired (HCT Protection Sector 14/02/2023).

Main gaps reported in protection assistance relate to psychological first aid, psychosocial
support, medical in-kind assistance (including medicine for chronic illnesses), and Case
Management. Respondents to an ongoing Rapid Protection Assessment continue to report major
gaps in the response to the needs of people with preexisting vulnerabilities. Close to 80%
indicated that no specific services are available for elderly people and people with disability in
their area. 83% also reported a lack of tailored services for young people. Around 20% of KIs
reported that the population did not have sufficient access to information about the aid delivered
and a similar percentage indicated that the population did not know how to make a complaint
(including severe forms of complaints) (HCT Protection Sector 15/02/2023).

Loss of identification documents has been widely reported since the earthquake (HCT Protection
Sector 13/02/2023). 10 out of 11 civil registry offices in Aleppo have resumed service provision
working at 25% capacity. However, some still need light repairs to ensure they are operating to
their full capacity(OCHA, HCT Protection Sector, 16/02/2023).

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-hct-coordinated-response-protection-sector-and-areas-responsibility-aor-2nd-flash-update-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-syria-emergency-response-earthquake-flash-update-7-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/1ebc23c4-48fb-4e6c-bc4f-a22d4fec0200/OCHA%20Syria_%20Earthquake%20Response_%20Flash%20Update%2008%2013%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/cbc8efe3-e959-43ff-b1f2-cde2bafa3949/Flash%20Update%2010%20Earthquake%2015%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/6e657879-ab42-42ac-8017-324e631a4bb4/Flash%20Update%209%20Earthquake%2014%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/75c22858-24b5-4d4e-a406-0cccc80bf348/Syria%20HCT%20-%20Protection%20Sector%20Earthquake%20Update%20-%20February%2014%2C%202023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/75c22858-24b5-4d4e-a406-0cccc80bf348/Syria%20HCT%20-%20Protection%20Sector%20Earthquake%20Update%20-%20February%2014%2C%202023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/59d41c12-571a-4316-ad5a-cea0395fb29a/Protection%20Sector%20Syria%20%20Flash%20Update%20%234-15%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-hct-coordinated-response-protection-sector-and-areas-responsibility-aor-2nd-flash-update-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-hct-coordinated-response-protection-sector-and-areas-responsibility-aor-2nd-flash-update-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4739e63c-d2a8-45f3-9b54-189ba457de24/Protection%20Flash%20Update%20%235-16%20February.pdf
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Education

At least 454 schools were damaged by the earthquake and 126 used as shelters.

According to the Ministry of Education preliminary assessment results, supported by UNICEF and
PUI, 454 schools have been damaged to various degrees, yet the Ministry of Education has
estimated that 678 schools are damaged, but the figure is being assessed (OCHA 13/02/2023).
A previous figure of 599 was shared by the Ministry of Education, including 100 in Aleppo
province, 124 in Lattakia, 115 in Hama, 99 in Tartous, 43 in Homsand 4 in Idlib countryside
(SANA 08/02/2023, Syria TV 09/02/2023, OCHA 11/02/2023, OCHA 12/02/2023). 126 were
also being used as shelters as of 8 February (Al Jazeera 08/02/2023), including 100 in Aleppo,
18 in Lattakia, 2 in Hama, 5 in Homs and 1 in Tartous (OCHA 11/02/2023).

10 UNICEF-supported non-formal education centres re-opened (five each in Homs and Hama)
(OCHA 13/02/2023). In Aleppo, minor rehabilitation for 20 schools is ongoing, after IDPs
residing there were moved to other shelters (OCHA 13/02/2023).

Schools and universities resumed in non-affected areas, after being closed for a week (SANA
12/02/2023, SANA 16/02/2023, ).

Food Security and Livelihoods

Food prices keep rising and markets remain impacted by the earthquake, notably in Aleppo.
Lack of bread availability.

Even before the earthquake, Syria faced a dire humanitarian situation. The economy is on the
verge of collapse and according to the UN, 90 percent of the country is living in poverty (Middle
East Eye 14/02/2023)

In Aleppo, markets remain severely impacted by the effects of the earthquake, including loss of
commodities, rising food prices and damage to production facilities (OCHA 13/02/2023). In
particular, the price of all kinds of food, vegetables and meat has risen by more than 20% over
the last few days. While some sources claim that the causes of the increasing prices are linked
to a frost wave that recently hit agricultural crops, others consider that they stem from suppliers
and sellers intentionally rising prices to benefit from the growing demand (Syria TV
15/02/2023, Syria TV 16/02/2023, ). According to the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer
Protection, the exchange rate for financing imports and the increased demand for materials also
contributed to this overall rise of prices, especially with the shortage of commodities in the
markets. The Ministry claims that prices will decrease (Syria TV 16/02/2023).

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=299566
https://www.syria.tv/609-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%B2-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%9F
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-6-earthquake-11-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-7-earthquake-12-february-2023
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/8/turkey-syria-earthquake-updates
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-6-earthquake-11-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=300124
https://sana.sy/?p=1841180
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-earthquake-saudi-arabia-plane-aid-lands
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-earthquake-saudi-arabia-plane-aid-lands
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-8-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://www.syria.tv/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%AA-20-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%9F
https://www.syria.tv/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82
https://www.syria.tv/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82
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Unavailability of needed supplies in the market like diapers for the elderly, milk for infants,
blankets, mattresses, hygiene kits, and food has been reported (OCHA 16/02/2023). Most
affected populations are facing difficulties in accessing cooking items or stoves. Partners’ initial
observations indicate an increase of Reduced Coping Strategies Index, due to the limited
financial capacity of households, in some cases leading to difficulties in accessing food items
(OCHA 14/02/2023). Nevertheless, after MUAC screenings in Hama, Lattakia and Aleppo of
children and Pregnant and Lactating Women, only 3 cases of acute malnutrition were detected
(OCHA 13/02/2023).

In Aleppo and Lattakia, 23 critical bakeries were affected by the earthquake. Decreased
availability of wheat flour and yeast is of particular concern. Many bakeries have reportedly
stopped working resulting in bread shortages in all sub-districts affected by the earthquake, in
particular in collective centers (OCHA 16/02/2023, Reliefweb, 16/02/2023). To reduce
congestion on the distribution centers, the bread allocation in Damascus was reduced by 50%
(AL Watan 16/02/2023).

The disruption of agriculture production capacities, including loss of livestock assets, due to the
destruction of critical agriculture infrastructure is also concerning (OCHA 14/02/2023).

Logistics

Weak internet communication and damages to the electricity grid are hampering the response,
as well as significant fuel shortages. Mobile network stations damaged.

Transportation

All ports, except al-Basit, reopened for maritime navigation, according to the General Port
Directorate (SANA 08/02/2023). The huge demand for trucks has resulted in low availability in
the market (Log Cluster 08/02/2023).

Cash transfers

The Central Bank of Syria announced that it is possible to receive foreign remittances and
donations and raised the ceiling of any money transfers in SYP by any person or entity up to SYP
5 million per remittance. These transfers will be delivered at the rate of SYP 6,900 per 1 USD or
SYP 7388 SYP per 1 Euro (SANA 10/02/2023, SANA 14/02/2023, SANA16/02/2023), an
exchange rate higher than 2 February (1 USD for SYP 6,650; 1 euro for SYP 7,328) (Enab Baladi
10/02/2023). The Central Bank agreed to give the UN a rate nearly identical to the one
prevailing in the black market for the first time, instead of a higher one, on 10 February (KI
10/02/2023).

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/bea35fc1-9f47-450c-b47c-80052b539220/Flash%20Update%2011%20Earthquake%2016%20feb%202023%20HCT%20Coordinated%20response_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-flash-appeal-humanitarian-programme-cycle-february-may-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/1ebc23c4-48fb-4e6c-bc4f-a22d4fec0200/OCHA%20Syria_%20Earthquake%20Response_%20Flash%20Update%2008%2013%20February.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-country-team-hct-coordinated-response-flash-update-10-earthquake-15-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/4a5bea71-f8c8-4a5b-b68e-3a4fa130fcd7/EQ-FlashUpdate-9-V1.pdf
https://alwatan.sy/archives/335471
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-flash-appeal-humanitarian-programme-cycle-february-may-2023
https://www.sana.sy/en/?p=299505
https://logcluster.org/document/syria-meeting-minutes-damascus-8-february-2023
https://sana.sy/?p=1836473
https://sana.sy/?p=1839838
https://sana.sy/?p=1841739
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/628365
https://twitter.com/Karam__Shaar/status/1623955062895833088?t=MWcYXtTt6EYpZ0uJaQgglQ&s=19
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Telecommunications

Internet communication, already weak before the earthquake, hampers coordination and
response operations (The Guardian 07/02/2023). Internet is extremely slow and constantly
disconnecting in all affected areas (ACU 08/02/2023, UNDP, Reliefweb, 16/02/2023). The
earthquake also affected the mobile network provider Syriatel, resulting in 9 stations in Lattakia
out of service. The stations are currently being restored by the Ministry of Communications (Al
Watan 14/02/2023).

Electricity

According to the Ministry of Electricity, the earthquakes damaged large parts of the national grid
and dozens of power transmissions in Aleppo, Rastan substation in Lattakia, Hama, and Tartous,
including around 200 electricity poles, seven tonnes of cables in Aleppo, and dozens of
transmissions (Syria Report 07/02/2023). According to the Ministry of Electricity, the losses of
the electrical sector due to the earthquake exceed 10 billion Syrian pounds, and it is likely that
the number will double. About a month will be required before   the electrical system in the
affected areas will be functional again (Syria TV 10/02/2023).

Fuel

There continues to be a shortage of fuel, with further anticipated shortages due to the surge in
demand, particularly impacting water trucking (Log Cluster 08/02/2023). In a survey conducted
by the Logistics Cluster, 35% of the partners reported that lack of fuel had fully or partially
impacted their ability to respond to humanitarian needs arising from the earthquake. 32% of the
responders advised that they could not respond due to logistical gaps (OCHA 14/02/2023).

Information Gaps

The information remains incomplete and mostly focusing on urban areas. The below infographics
display the amount (326 reports) and type of information included in the DEEP project as of 17
February. For more information on the DEEP project related to the earthquake in Syria and
Turkey, please visit this link.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/07/turkey-syria-earthquake-conditions-rescue-efforts-death-toll
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qjA_X0yTlZFuU9HEvGRfRB4KCto7PZrn/view
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/9bff48f7-e225-4578-80d7-2cec84124e9c/ERL%20EQ%20Daily%20Update%20-%20HCT%20-%2016-2-2023.pdf
https://alwatan.sy/archives/335166
https://alwatan.sy/archives/335166
https://syria-report.com/government-responds-to-major-earthquake-that-left-thousands-dead-in-turkey-and-syria/
https://www.syria.tv/%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-10-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%82-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85
https://logcluster.org/document/syria-meeting-minutes-damascus-8-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-flash-appeal-humanitarian-programme-cycle-february-may-2023
https://app.thedeep.io/projects/3637/tagging/sources/#/table
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| Infographic 1 | DEEP dashboard | Source: DEEP, 17 February 2023
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About This Report

This report is a synthesis of publicly available information, powered by the DEEP - the Data Entry and
Exploration Platform - a collaborative analysis platform for effective aid response - and supplemented by
assessment data provided by humanitarian partners working in-country. The analysis was conducted
independently by Data Friendly Space (DFS) on behalf of the DEEP project, currently funded by USAID
Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance (BHA).

Methodology

DFS Analysts and Information Management Officers collate and structure available information in the
DEEP platform daily.

The Data Entry and Exploration Platform (DEEP) is an intelligent web-based platform, offering a suite of
collaborative tools tailored for qualitative and secondary data review. DEEP is free, open source, and fully
accessible for all humanitarian and development users. Log in here: https://app.thedeep.io/login/

Each piece of information is tagged based on the pillars and sub-pillars of the
Analysis Framework, based on the JIAF 1.0 (see below) and developed in line with successful models used
across previous projects. The framework is shown below and comprises the humanitarian conditions (by
sector) and the operational environment. All the captured information receives additional tags to allow
examination of different categories of interest such as affected group, geographic location, etc.

Data Friendly Space analysts follow key steps for ensuring robust and sound humanitarian analysis,
relying on an analysis workflow and spectrum (see below). For this report, the analysts relied on the main
three first steps of the analysis spectrum – description, explanation, and interpretation.

https://thedeep.io/
https://app.thedeep.io/login/
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| Analysis Framework | Source: DFS, 2023
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About this report

This report is a synthesis of publicly available information, powered by the DEEP, the Data Entry and
Exploration Platform - a collaborative analysis platform for effective aid response - and supplemented
by assessment data provided by humanitarian partners working in-country. The analysis is jointly
conducted by Data Friendly Space (DFS) and iMMAP.

This project and report are made possible by the generous support of the American people through
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility
of Data Friendly Space and iMMAP and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United
States Government.

Get in touch with us

If you wish to have more information on this project or the DEEP, reach out to José Cobos
jose@datafriendlyspace.org or Cecilia Utas pm@thedeep.io.

https://thedeep.io/
mailto:xx@datafriendlyspace.org
mailto:pm@thedeep.io

