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Overview of Most Affected Provinces

● Adiyaman: Adiyaman city center largely destroyed, estimated two thirds of city

population relocated. Influxes reported in other villages/districts. In the province, Besni

and Kolbasi districts are reportedly severely affected. Overall, an estimated 13,000

people have left the province. At least 13 temporary settlements have been established

in the province. All but one hospital are damaged.

● Hatay: Severely affected by the first quake, it became epicenter in the 20 February

quake. The districts of Semandag, Defne, and Hatay are reportedly severely damaged;

60% of buildings in Semandag are damaged. The province is hard to access in general;

Antakya particularly difficult to reach. Shelter solutions reportedly lacking. No health

facilities are functioning in Defne, Semandag. Many health facilities in other districts are

damaged or have been evacuated. At least 57 temporary settlements have been

established in the province.

● Gaziantep: Islahiye and Nurdagli districts reportedly hit hard. Main building Gaziantep

hospital closed. 43,500 people are sheltering in at least 51 temporary settlements.

● Kahramanmaras: Areas around K.Maras remain difficult to reach; estimated 26

temporary settlements; 15 tentsites in K.Maras city. In some tents/containers, the

latrine to people ratio is reportedly 1:20. Elbistan–Golbasi road is inaccessible. As in all

provinces, WASH needs are insufficient. Assessments in sites of Onikisubat Stadium,

Atatürk Park, Kafum and Elbistan town center show significant lack in showers and

latrines.

● Malatya: Malatya city is heavily damaged. Increased displacement in nearby districts,

including Arguvan. Areas around Malatya are difficult to reach; at least 40 temporary

settlements.
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General Key Developments

● Following the 6–7 and 20 February earthquakes, an estimated 1.3-1.6 million people are

displaced in the affected provinces. Displacement to other provinces is likely to increase due

to continued aftershocks and fear of new earthquakes.

●Priority geographical areas: Adiyaman, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep and Malatya

are reportedly hardest hit. In total, 11 provinces have been affected including Adana,

Diyarbakir, Sanliurfa, Kilis, Osmaniye, and Elazig; estimated 9.1 million people directly

affected.

● Short-term priority needs: Shelter, heating, NFIs, WASH, food items and health including

PSS are the short-term priority needs.

● Priority affected groups: An estimated 1-1.3 million people are displaced in the affected

region. An estimated 888,500 people are in government coordinated tentsites or containers.

Many displaced remain in makeshift shelters where public services are not accessible.

●Shelter/NFIs: Official figures stand at 164,300 buildings heavily damaged as of 23

February, with over 520,000 units. Heating and NFIs needed.

●WASH: Running water not available in many emergency shelters and makeshift settlements.

Lack of access to clean toilets and sanitation facilities leads to unsanitary conditions; unsafe

access to facilities for women, children and persons with disabilities. High needs of hygiene

and dignity kits.

●Protection: Syrian refugees face mobility limitations and unequal access to assistance,

including emergency shelter. Increasing reports of violence of law enforcement against

civilians under state of emergency. Large numbers of unaccompanied children and unsafe

and overcrowded shelters increasing risk of gender-based violence.

●Health: 115,000 injured people and 43,556 deaths were reported. Lack of WASH facilities

increasing risk of waterborne disease and other outbreaks. High PSS needs. Around 15

hospitals in the 10 provinces have been damaged.

● Food: Ready to eat foods and hot meals continue to be needed. Shortage of baby formula

reported.

●Logistics: Heaters and fuel sources, including coal and wood are needed to supply sufficient

heating. Lack of energy due to damages; particularly at night. Road access constraints
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remain in Hatay, K.Maras, Adiyaman, Malatya

Crisis Overview

Two magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes occurred on Monday 6 February in southeastern
Türkiye, affecting more than 13.5 million people. Since then over 8,550 tremors were recorded
in the area. Adiyaman, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep, and Malatya are reportedly hardest
hit. Another 6.4 earthquake hit Defne district, Hatay on 20 February. As of 21 February, at
least 90 aftershocks had been recorded.

A 7.7 magnitude earthquake occurred on Monday 6 February in southeastern Türkiye at about
4:15 am local time, in Pazarcik district, Kahramanmaras province. This was followed by a 7.6
magnitude earthquake within a 100 kilometer radius the next day (OCHA 16/02/2023; ADAM
WFP 06/02/2023). Within the next day, a 7.6 magnitude earthquake occurred within a 100
kilometer radius. Almost two weeks after the initial earthquakes, a separate, 6.4 magnitude
earthquake hit Defne district, close to the Syrian border in Hatay province, on 20 February at
8:04 pm local time. This was followed by a 5.8 magnitude earthquake on the same evening in
Samandag district, Hatay. This caused further destruction to the already heavily damaged area
(AFAD 21/02/2023). A series of 8,550 aftershocks have followed the earthquakes since; some
aftershocks recorded over 6.0 in magnitude (AA 23/02/2023). Aftershocks for all earthquakes
could last up to two years (Hurriyet Daily 08/02/2023, Hurriyet Daily 09/02/2023).

The earthquakes have been felt throughout the region, in neighboring countries, especially
Syrian border regions with Türkiye. They severely affected an area of around 450 kilometers,
including the eleven provinces of Kahramanmaras, Adana, Hatay, Gaziantep, Adiyaman,
Diyarbakir, Malatya, Sanliurfa, Kilis, Osmaniye and Elazig, where about 13.5 million people are
residing (Census 2022). On 8 February, a three month state of emergency came into effect in
the 10 affected provinces (excluding Elazig) (UNHCR 13/02/2022).

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://twitter.com/WFP_ADAM/status/1622410463328747520/photo/1
https://twitter.com/WFP_ADAM/status/1622410463328747520/photo/1
https://www.afad.gov.tr/hatay-defne-merkezli-deprem-sonrasi-calismalar-basin-bulteni
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/asrin-felaketi/afad-kahramanmaras-merkezli-depremlerin-ardindan-8-bin-550-artci-sarsinti-meydana-geldi/2829373
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/10-provinces-experienced-cosmic-disaster-experts-180699
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/aftershocks-may-last-for-months-expert-warns-180731
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/unhcr-turkiye-emergency-response-earthquake-13-february-2023
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Map 1 | Turkiye-Syria earthquake, impact and people affected; Sources: OCHA, DEEP, AFAD,
WFP, ADAM, IOM (2023).
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Map 2 | South East Turkiye earthquake severity index; Sources: DFS, Turk Kizilay, IFRC
22/02/2023.

The above severity index reflects the intersection of vulnerability and the impact of the
earthquake. Areas with poor housing conditions, high poverty, large numbers of already
displaced people, and other quality of life issues are likely to face significant issues in the
earthquake. This problem becomes even more acute when the level of impact of the
earthquake, including both destroyed buildings and general ground movement damage to
infrastructure, is considered. The index applies weights to different factors to arrive at a value
that indicates how severe the impact of the earthquake is likely to be on the quality of life of
people in the affected areas. This severity index can also be used to predict both displacement
and recovery outlook, as those who migrate are more likely to be motivated to leave if
conditions were already poor and less likely to be motivated to return for the same reason. For
example, while Kilis province is not reportedly among the hardest hit provinces in the
earthquake, Kilis scores high on the severity index due to underlying vulnerabilities, including a
high rate of Syrian refugees in the province (59%), who may be facing more impact in recovery
due to their pre-existing vulnerabilities (Citation, Syrian Barometer).
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Crisis Impact Overview
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Impact - Cross Sector

An estimated 1.3-1.6 million people may be displaced in the affected provinces; 888,500 are in
organized tentsites or containers. Significant people movement out of the Adiyaman, Hatay,
Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras, and Malatya provinces.

Shelter, heating, NFIs, water and sanitation, food items and health including psychosocial
support, are the short-term priority needs.

Priority areas

Adiyaman, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep and Malatya were reportedly hardest hit during
the first earthquakes. The 20 February earthquake struck on a surface–level depth in Hatay,
causing new damages to the villages and rural areas. An estimated 9.1 million people across the
11 provinces including Adana, Diyarbakir, Sanliurfa, Kilis, Osmaniye, and Elazig have been
directly affected. A total of 13.5 million people live in the area (OCHA 16/02/2023). Antakya,
Defne, Kirikhan, and Iskenderun (Hatay province), Gaziantep, Kahramanmaraș, and Adıyaman
cities appear to be the most affected (OCHA 16/02/2023, STL 09/02/2023).

Among approximately 1,300 key informants in 1,790 administrative units in Hatay,
Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep and Malatya, some 13% indicated that they have not yet received
humanitarian assistance as of 17 February (STL 17/02/2023).

Short-term priority needs

Emergency shelter is a priority need for the response due to the large amount of severe damage

https://www.afad.gov.tr/kahramanmarasta-meydana-gelen-depremler-hk-basin-bulteni--31
https://www.icisleri.gov.tr/bakanimiz-sn-soylu-hataydaki-afet-koordinasyon-merkezinden-yapilan-trt-haber-canli-yayininda-depremlere-iliskin-aciklamalarda-bulundu
https://www.icisleri.gov.tr/bakanimiz-sn-soylu-hataydaki-afet-koordinasyon-merkezinden-yapilan-trt-haber-canli-yayininda-depremlere-iliskin-aciklamalarda-bulundu
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-investigates-building-contractors-quake-toll-rises-2023-02-23/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2023/2/63e27d874/unhcr-teams-support-emergency-response-efforts-earthquake-survivors-turkiye.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-09022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-17022023
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to housing, as well as low temperature due to the winter season. Several local authorities are
requesting containers rather than tents, as they are a better fit for the winter conditions; though
the majority of people are reportedly in tents (OCHA 16/02/2023; STL 11/02/2023). Fuel for
heating, heating and NFIs are also needed for people left homeless, notably mattresses,
blankets, winter clothes, as well as household NFIs, charging stations and lighting. WASH is
needed in all affected areas, ranging from drinking water and emergency sanitation facilities, to
hygiene and dignity kits. Food items, including baby formula, are also in high demand. Health is
also a priority considering the high caseload of casualties, including the need for medicine,
psychological first aid and psychosocial support (Lessons Learned from previous earthquakes,
OCHA 16/02/2023; STL 11/02/2023, IFRC 07/02/2023).

Longer term needs

As the destruction and humanitarian needs caused by the earthquake become visible on a day
to day basis, longer term needs become increasingly visible. While schools are relatively
undamaged, many displaced people have taken up shelter in these buildings (UNHCR
16/02/2023). From previous disasters, it is known that damage to schools as well as long–term
displacement, may impact children’s access to education (ALNAP 06/02/2023).

Once the initial shock of the earthquake wears off, the situation of the displaced and affected
may start to change from helping to frustration over the situation. Tensions between host
communities and Syrian refugees (1.74 million in the crisis-affected areas) - already present
prior to the earthquake – are reportedly increasing, with Syrian refugees having unequal access
to emergency shelter solutions (BBC 17/02/2023; WHH 15/02/2023; Middle East Eye
10/02/2023). Without proper quality shelter, protection risks for children as well as GBV risks for
women and girls are likely to increase.

Displacement

An estimated one million people have left the affected area, including an estimated 448,000
people that have been evacuated by the government as of 22 February (Milliyet 24/02/2023;
Kizilay 22/02/2023; AFAD 22/02/2023).

Definition Estimates

Displaced in province
Those who have become
homeless/displaced within the affected
provinces. These people are sheltering in
government-coordinated tent- or
containersites, emergency shelter in
public buildings (e.g. mosques,
universities, stadiums), or makeshift
settlements and other solutions

1,300,000-1,600,000

Displaced out of
province (total)

The total number of people who have left
the affected provinces for other areas.
Since people left by their own means, it is

1,000,000

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-11022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-11022023
https://prddsgofilestorage.blob.core.windows.net/api/sitreps/6345/Turkey_Earthquake_IFRC-Disaster_Brief_February_2023_.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/unhcr-turkiye-emergency-response-earthquake-16-february-2023
https://www.alnap.org/news/relevant-learning-for-the-earthquake-response-in-t%C3%BCrkiye-and-syria
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crgz584x9gro
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/welthungerhilfe-earthquake-situation-report-15-february-2022
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-earthquake-antakya-scenes-devastation-despair
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/ekonomi/kira-fiyatlarinda-deprem-etkisi-bazi-emlakcilar-ilan-yayinlamama-karari-aldi-6908354
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-situation-report-ii-22022023
https://en.afad.gov.tr/press-bulletin-34-about-the-earthquake-in-kahramanmaras
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difficult to track where they are. This
includes people in new sublets/rents in
cities, host families, etc.

Homeless
Estimated number of homeless people.
These are displaced within the provinces,
evacuated, or left by their own means.

1,500,000

Evacuees
(government-led)

The number of evacuees coordinated by
the government. These people are
sheltering in hotels, dormitories, and
other public buildings across Turkiye.

448,000

Cross-border
Number of Syrian refugees in southern
Turkiye who have reportedly crossed the
border into Syria

20,000

Table 1 | Estimated number of displaced Kizilay 22/02/2023; AFAD 22/02/2023; Milliyet 24/02/2023;
Guardian 21/02/2023; TRT World 22/02/2023.

It is unclear how many people are displaced in the affected provinces, IOM estimates 1.3
million people are displaced in the provinces, the government has said they provided capacity
for 1.6 million people (Guardian 21/02/2023; IOM 20/02/2023; AFAD 15/02/2023). In total,
there are an estimated 320 temporary settlements across the ten provinces (excluding Elazig)
as of 22 February (Afet Bilgi 22/02/2023). Displacement figures for these sites are largely
unknown, but are expected to be in the thousands. In Kahramanmaras city alone, initial reports
indicate an estimated 40–45% of the population is located in temporary emergency shelters (RI
20/02/2023; Save the Children 14/02/2023).

Adiyama
n

Gaziante
p

Hatay K.Maras Malatya Adana Diyarbak
ir

Elazig Kilis Osmaniy
e

Sanliurfa

Temporary
settlement

13 51 57 26 40 59 N/A N/A 12 155 47

#People in
settlement

191,8
00

43,50
0-200
,00

337,8
00

292,4
00

108,2
00

75,00
0-137
,000

32,20
0 N/A N/A N/A

36,00
0-75,
200

Tents set
up

45,85
2

49,67
0

69,76
6

66,68
5

25,38
0

17,51
5 6,328 N/A 3,605 7,170 8,838

Containers
set up

565 1,120 1,120 1,047 605 N/A N/A N/A N/A 127 1,800

Table 2 | Estimated temporary sites; AFAD 24/02/2023; USAID 23/02/2023; AFAD 23/02/2023; AFAD

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-situation-report-ii-22022023
https://en.afad.gov.tr/press-bulletin-34-about-the-earthquake-in-kahramanmaras
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/ekonomi/kira-fiyatlarinda-deprem-etkisi-bazi-emlakcilar-ilan-yayinlamama-karari-aldi-6908354
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/20/thousands-dead-millions-displaced-the-earthquake-fallout-in-turkey-and-syria
https://www.trtworld.com/turkey/t%C3%BCrkiye-quakes-generated-up-to-210-million-tonnes-of-rubble-undp-65589
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/iom-turkiye-flash-appeal-2023-earthquake-response-feb-apr-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/we-will-provide-both-material-and-emotional-support-each-and-every-citizen-entr
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmYzYzg3YmQtYWVhZi00ZGE5LTk5NmYtMzU2ZWUwZTM2MTQ5IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-emergency-situation-update-4
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquakes-fact-sheet-7-fiscal-year-fy-2023-february-23-2023
https://twitter.com/AFADBaskanlik/status/1628823378634104832?s=20
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/300-thousand-809-tents-have-been-installed-afad-earthquake-zone-entr
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22/02/2023; Afet Bilgi 22/02/2023; STL 17/02/2023, CrisisReady 17/02/2023.12

The most significant areas of population decline are the hardest hit provinces. Displacement is
taking place in several ways: Within the provinces, people are also moving from areas that are
hard hit, to areas that are relatively better, such as in Gaziantep, where the city center and
other areas increased in population (CrisisReady 22/02/2023).

Second, people from the most affected provinces are going to other affected provinces that are
relatively less worse off (CrisisReady 17/02/2023). As more coordinated displacement sites will
be set up, population movements are expected to continue.

Third, people are leaving to other locations within the country to seek safety and better
economic opportunities. It is likely that the population movements out of the affected provinces
continues, particularly with the continuing aftershocks and recent 20 February earthquake
increasing feelings of unsafety, and reports of delayed emergency shelter solutions across
various provinces. Overall, an estimated 720,000 people have relocated to other parts of the
country as of 17 February (AA 17/02/2023). For example, data shows that Mersin recorded a
40% increase in population as many people from the affected areas left to seek safety (BBC
22/02/2023). Major cities such as Istanbul, Izmir, and Ankara, have seen large influxes of
people (STL 17/02/2023, CrisisReady 13/02/2023). The map below shows estimates of
population influxes after the earthquake, as of 17 February.

Map 3 | Estimated population hosted in provinces as of 19 February; IFRC 17/02/2022; AA

2 The estimates for population in temporary sites are compiled from government and humanitarian sources which is why
ranges are given for some locations. However, these figures are changing on a daily basis, and difficult to verify.
Movement out of province is compiled from different sources and contain large estimates; exact figures are difficult to
verify

1 Temporary settlements includes tent– and containersites, previously set-up temporary accommodation centers
(TACs) for Syrian refugees, emergency shelter in public buildings including mosques, stadiums, universities, sports
halls, etc.,

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmYzYzg3YmQtYWVhZi00ZGE5LTk5NmYtMzU2ZWUwZTM2MTQ5IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-17022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/situation-report-feb-15-2023-1600-data-last-updated-feb-16-2023-0800
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/situation-report-feb-20-2023-0000-data-last-updated-feb-20-2023-0800
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/situation-report-feb-15-2023-1600-data-last-updated-feb-16-2023-0800
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/info/infografik/32442
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=63f608248f4dbc302129b507%26Mersin%E2%80%99deki%20STK%E2%80%99ler%3A%20%C4%B0lin%20n%C3%BCfusu%202%20haftada%20y%C3%BCzde%2040%20artt%C4%B1%2C%20merkezi%20b%C3%BCt%C3%A7eden%20aktar%C4%B1lan%20kaynaklar%20artmal%C4%B1%262023-02-22T12%3A18%3A44.761Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:bd3aec45-9f36-4656-9e47-bb1a6db46a6a&pinned_post_asset_id=63f608248f4dbc302129b507&pinned_post_type=share
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-17022023
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v9rnfdn60lbt3n0/20230213_TR_EQs_Pop_Dens_Chngs.pdf?dl=0
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/info/infografik/32442
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17/02/20233.

Next to displacement within Turkey, there are reports of Syrian refugees crossing the border.
Turkish authorities allow Syrian refugees with identity cards to leave Turkey for up to six
months. Reportedly, over 20,000 people have crossed the border (BBC 21/02/2023; BBC
17/02/2023).

Economic losses

The Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation put the cost of the damage at USD 84.1
billion, including USD 70.8 billion from the repair of thousands of homes, USD 10.4 billion from
loss of national income and USD 2.9 billion from loss of working days (Turkonfed 10/02/2023).
Estimated economic losses could be as high as 10% of the country’s GDP (DW 23/02/2023;
Middle East Eye 16/02/2023). The 10 affected provinces account for about 9% of the country’s
GDP (Al Monitor 11/02/2023, USGS 06/02/2023). The ratings agency Fitch preliminary
estimates that the earthquake could cause economic losses exceeding USD 4 billion (Fitch
Ratings 09/02/2023).

Communication with Communities

Due to the high number of people affected, it is difficult for government and aid organizations to
effectively communicate with all communities. There have been reports of disinformation that
circulate on social media including Whatsapp and Facebook. In initial assessments, key
informants indicated that information on the type of public services, as well as information on
how to access these services, is needed. For example, in an assessment among 77 KIs, MDM
found that 98% had unmet information needs on what type of assistance would be provided for
them (MDM 18/02/2023). The Turkish Red Cross Red Crescent established a Whatsapp helpline
where people can find the available services near them based on their location (Anadolu Agency
20/02/2023). Similar resources have been set up for Syrian refugees (UNHCR 02/2023).

Access

Search and Rescue operations have been halted in all provinces except Hatay and
Kahramanmaras (BBC 19/02/2023). More than 70,000 police officers, 60,000 gendarmerie units
and a 1,000 coast guard personnel have been deployed in the affected areas (AFAD
13/02/2023).

There have been various reports of denial of humanitarian assistance for Syrian refugees (HRW
24/02/2023). Further, Syrian refugees with a temporary protection ID have been granted
permission to travel outside of their province of registration, with the need to request travel
permissions from the immigration authorities. Yet, they still need to inform the immigration
authorities in the province of arrival to obtain permission for staying. This is limiting their
mobility to leave earthquake affected areas (Middle East Eye 13/02/2023).

3 Figures are likely to be inaccurate due to difficulty of tracking people, and are subject to change

https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crgz584x9gro
https://turkonfed.org/Files/ContentFile/turkonfed2023kahramanmarasearthquakepre-assessmentstatusreport021223-9583.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-earthquake-how-are-the-true-costs-calculated/a-64779533
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-earthquake-jpmorgan-damage-estimate-billions
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/02/massive-quake-cost-deepen-turkeys-economic-woes
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/realtime/product/losspager/us6000jllz/us/1675661016585/onepager.pdf
https://www.fitchratings.com/research/insurance/fitch-ratings-comments-on-insurance-losses-from-turkiye-syria-earthquake-09-02-2023
https://www.fitchratings.com/research/insurance/fitch-ratings-comments-on-insurance-losses-from-turkiye-syria-earthquake-09-02-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/emergency-situation-report-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-february-14-17-2023
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/asrin-felaketi/kizilaydan-deprem-bolgesinde-en-yakin-hizmet-noktasi-nerede-uygulamasi/2825305
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64697506
https://en.afad.gov.tr/minister-soylu-more-than-70-thousand-police-officers-are-on-duty-in-10-provinces-affected-by-the-earthquake
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiyesyria-human-rights-response-6-february-earthquakes-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiyesyria-human-rights-response-6-february-earthquakes-enar
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-syria-earthquake-refugees-relocation
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Aggravating factors

● Cold and rainy weather

The air temperatures in the affected regions and throughout the country have been rising
significantly through the last two weeks. On the 24th of February, high temperatures are
expected to touch 25°, while lows will mainly be between 1° to 5°, however reaching colder
temperatures in some areas in the north of Kahramanmaras and Adana and northwest of
Malatya of -9°.

Map 4 | Weather forecast; MGM 24/02/2023.

● Refugees

Türkiye is home to more than 4 million refugees, mostly Syrians, most of which are living in the
southeast, including 47,600 Syrian refugees living in container camps prior to the earthquake
(Temporary Accommodation Centers) (UNHCR 18/07/2022). According to UNHCR’s
representative, more than 1.7 million of the 15 million people inhabiting the 10 affected
provinces are Syrian refugees (UNHCR 07/02/2023). Gaziantep hosts the largest proportion of
Syrian refugees in southern Türkiye, with 460,150 refugees, followed by the city of Hatay with
354,000 Syrians, Sanliurfa with 368,000 refugees and Adana with 250,000 refugees. About
550,000 refugees live in Kahramanmaraş, Kilis, Adiyaman, Osmaniye, Diyarbakir, and Malatya
(Enab Baladi 08/02/2023, GoT 02/02/2023).

● Economic and political situation

Türkiye has been facing a severe economic crisis for the past years, with the Turkish Lira hitting
a new record low after the earthquake, slipping to 18.85 per 1 USD (Reuters 06/02/2023).
Official inflation in Türkiye has recently hit an all-time high of 85.5% in October 2022, easing to
57.7% in January 2023 (CNN 08/02/2023).

The earthquake also occurred in a crucial political period, with less than four months to go
before the country's presidential and parliamentary elections (BBC 05/02/2023, The Economist
16/01/2023). According to officials interviewed by Bloomberg, President Erdoǧan is still planning
to hold the vote on 14 May, as originally planned (Bloomberg 08/02/2023). Political protests
may increase closer to the election date. The former Speaker of the Parliament requested that
the presidential and parliamentary elections be postponed to a later date, and either to combine
them with local elections in 2024, postpone them in November 2023 or on a date agreed upon

https://www.mgm.gov.tr/tahmin/cbs-en-dusuk-en-yuksek.aspx?h=yuksek&g=0#sfB
https://reliefweb.int/map/turkiye/unhcr-turkey-syrian-refugee-camps-and-provincial-breakdown-syrian-refugees-registered-south-east-turkey-7-july-2022
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2023/2/63e27d874/unhcr-teams-support-emergency-response-efforts-earthquake-survivors-turkiye.html
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2023/02/half-of-syrians-in-turkey-live-in-the-earthquake-zone/
https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638
https://www.reuters.com/markets/turkeys-lira-slips-fresh-record-low-stocks-tumble-2023-02-06/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/02/08/investing/turkey-stock-market-plunge/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64413620
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2023/01/16/turkey-faces-a-crucial-election-this-summer
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-02-08/quake-latest-turkish-army-in-rescue-operations-oil-flows-begin#xj4y7vzkg
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by all political parties (former Parliament Speaker 13/02/2023). The opposition opposes the idea
of postponing the elections (BBC 21/02/2023).

● Poor enforcement of building regulations

Anger is growing over poor enforcement of building regulations, which contributed to the
collapse of many buildings in the earthquakes. Following previous earthquakes, construction
regulations were tightened in 2001 and 2018. The Turkish Statistical Institute estimates that
51% of the people affected by the earthquake in the eleven provinces were living in a building
that was constructed after 2001 (DW 16/02/2023). However, corruption, foregoing audits and a
lack of monitoring and enforcement of regulations meant that safety regulations had been lifted
on new buildings, and old buildings were regularized (DW 16/02/2023, BBC 09/02/2023,
Foreign Policy 10/02/2023). An expert quoted by Time estimated that only one in 10 buildings in
the country meets the required standards, as old buildings are often reused rather than razed
down to comply with the new standards. An estimated 294,000 buildings in the area had been
regularized. The Turkish government vowed to prosecute anyone suspected of responsibility in
the collapse of buildings: as of 23 February 160 people were arrested (Reuters 23/02/2023).

Map 5 | Illegal buildings regularized after 2018 in the earthquake zone; DW 16/02/2023

Shelter/NFIs

Official figures stand at 164,300 buildings destroyed out of over 1.25 million buildings
assessed. Displacement figures are unavailable, but an estimated 1-1.3 million people are
displaced in the affected provinces and approximately 448,000 have been evacuated by the
government. While emergency shelter solutions are put in place, many displaced people

https://twitter.com/bulent_arinc/status/1625178179689230339
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=63f47c3e94565055842f9039%26Selahattin%20Demirta%C5%9F%27tan%20deprem%20sonras%C4%B1%20i%C3%A7in%20%C3%A7a%C4%9Fr%C4%B1%3A%20T%C3%BCm%20muhalefetin%20yeni%20bir%20tutumu%20tart%C4%B1%C5%9Fmas%C4%B1%20gerekir%262023-02-21T08%3A48%3A27.228Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:42efd0b7-c759-4fc3-aade-e8c3b18b5911&pinned_post_asset_id=63f47c3e94565055842f9039&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-quake-people-were-killed-under-state-supervision/a-64716086
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-quake-people-were-killed-under-state-supervision/a-64716086
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-europe-64565412
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/02/10/turkey-earthquake-erdogan-government-response-corruption-construction/
https://en.afad.gov.tr/press-bulletin-34-about-the-earthquake-in-kahramanmaras
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-quake-people-were-killed-under-state-supervision/a-64716086


Update #10| 24 of February 2023 14

reportedly have not received aid and are still in makeshift shelters, without access to public
services.

Impact and needs

Severe damages have been observed in several locations. The Ministry has been assessing the
structural vulnerabilities of buildings in the 11 provinces.

Adiyaman Gaziantep Hatay K.Maras Malatya Adana Diyarbakir Elazig Kilis Osmaniy
e

Sanliurfa

Heavily
damaged

13,730 15,008 30,112 22,113 16,870 97 1,110 1,036 1,261 3,794 663

Moderately
damaged

17,000 12,468 5,000 2,606 9,000 7,450 1,044 174 307 465 829

Slightly
damaged

19,410 22,829 36,112 33,664 17,745 2,568 10,977 2,176 4,746 11,83
0

22,91
3

Table 3 | Total number of buildings heavily damaged, moderately damaged or slightly
damaged as of 19 February (Ministry of Environment 19/02/2023).4

As of 23 February, approximately 4.5 million units in more than 1.2 million buildings have been
assessed by the government. From all assessed buildings, an estimated 164,300 buildings
(520,000 units) were heavily damaged, collapsed, or inhabitable and in urgent need of
demolition (Ministry of Environment on BBC 23/02/2023). In total, this means an estimated
13% of all assessed buildings have been heavily damaged, destroyed, or are to be demolished.
Further, as of 19 February, an estimated 2.9% of assessed buildings were moderately damaged.
There may be discrepancies in these figures, as the total number of buildings assessed do not
match the figures of total number of buildings reported damaged or undamaged (Ministry of
Environment on BBC 23/02/2023).

Regarding building assessments, KIs report that building damage inspections are utilizing
primitive and unreliable methods, which is resulting in people resorting to private experts to
assess the conditions of their houses. Further concerns have been raised on the classification of
building damage: even if a building has been marked as moderately or slightly damaged, people
fear returning to their homes in the future as buildings do not live up to the safety regulations
(DFS 16/02/2023). Further, KIs reported that despite the fact that the government has pledged
to reinforce the buildings that have been rated as moderately or slightly damaged, people are
already resorting to either repairing them themselves or having professionals reinforce, as they

4 Heavily damaged is defined as: collapsed, damaged to the point that it is not livable, or to be demolished. The total
number of buildings assessed has been updated on 23 February, no provincial breakdowns are available. Therefore the
figures in the table are slightly outdated.

http://hasartespit.csb.gov.tr
http://hasartespit.csb.gov.tr
https://csb.gov.tr/deprem-bolgelerinde-830-bin-783-binadaki-3-milyon-273-bin-605-bagimsiz-birimde-hasar-tespit-calismasi-yapildi-bakanlik-faaliyetleri-38439
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=63f7370486b6c015d31e6923%26Bakan%20Kurum%3A%20Deprem%20b%C3%B6lgesinde%20%20520%20bin%20ba%C4%9F%C4%B1ms%C4%B1z%20b%C3%B6l%C3%BCmden%20olu%C5%9Fan%20164%20bin%20321%20bina%20y%C4%B1k%C4%B1k%2C%20acil%20y%C4%B1k%C4%B1lacak%20ve%20a%C4%9F%C4%B1r%20hasarl%C4%B1%20durumda%262023-02-23T09%3A51%3A01.409Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:a9eb8ed7-becc-46ba-bc11-3203fcbc2d9a&pinned_post_asset_id=63f7370486b6c015d31e6923&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=63f7370486b6c015d31e6923%26Bakan%20Kurum%3A%20Deprem%20b%C3%B6lgesinde%20%20520%20bin%20ba%C4%9F%C4%B1ms%C4%B1z%20b%C3%B6l%C3%BCmden%20olu%C5%9Fan%20164%20bin%20321%20bina%20y%C4%B1k%C4%B1k%2C%20acil%20y%C4%B1k%C4%B1lacak%20ve%20a%C4%9F%C4%B1r%20hasarl%C4%B1%20durumda%262023-02-23T09%3A51%3A01.409Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:a9eb8ed7-becc-46ba-bc11-3203fcbc2d9a&pinned_post_asset_id=63f7370486b6c015d31e6923&pinned_post_type=share
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believe continuous aftershocks are actively weakening the buildings’ structures (DFS
23/02/2023).

Displacement and emergency shelter

The population evacuated from their homes in the ten provinces affected by the earthquake are
currently housed in temporary shelters provided by the government until durable solutions are
found. Among these provisional arrangements are tents, containers, temporary families or the
use of public buildings such as stadiums, schools, or residences. However, in the medium and
long term, solutions that involve the relocation or reconstruction of damaged buildings must be
found as none of these alternatives seem to cover housing and protection needs sustainably. An
estimated 320 temporary settlements (ranging from planned to makeshift) have been identified
in the ten provinces (excluding Elazig) as of 22 February (Afet Bilgi 22/02/2023). An estimated
1.3 - 1.6 million people may have become displaced (IOM 20/02/2023; President of Turkiye
19/02/2023). While these figures are difficult to verify, the table below provides an overview:

Set up Planned # People

Tents (gov.
coordinated)

326,200 +435,000 865,000 - 1.3 million

Containers (gov.
coordinated)

53,800 +100,000 23,000 – 26,000

Community centers5 N/A N/A N/A

Makeshift
settlements/private

solutions
N/A N/A N/A

Table 4 | Emergency shelter breakdown; AFAD 24/02/2023; Kizilay 23/02/2023; Reuters 23/02/2023;
AFAD 22/02/2023;

The table shows that at least 865,000 people are in tent sites, but some estimates put the
number of people at over one million. Several thousands of people are in containers, and others
in community centers, although the estimates for the latter are unknown. Community centers
can range from mosques, universities, schools and other public buildings. Despite these figures,
it should be noted that there are many reports of a lack of emergency shelter solutions. A large
number of people has reportedly not yet been accommodated, and in many areas, people are
still sleeping out in the open, in their backyards, in their vehicles, under tarpaulins, or other
forms of makeshift tents. Many of these people have difficulty accessing public services (BBC
17/02/2023; MDM 18/02/2023). Further planning for tent and containersites is ongoing,
including the identification of land that is suitable to build these (IBC 17/02/2023). It is
expected that people who remain in urban areas will need to relocate to tent camps on the

5 Public buildings including mosques, dormitories, universities, etc.

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmYzYzg3YmQtYWVhZi00ZGE5LTk5NmYtMzU2ZWUwZTM2MTQ5IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/iom-turkiye-flash-appeal-2023-earthquake-response-feb-apr-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/we-will-provide-both-material-and-emotional-support-each-and-every-citizen-entr
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-situation-report-ii-22022023
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-investigates-building-contractors-quake-toll-rises-2023-02-23/
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/300-thousand-809-tents-have-been-installed-afad-earthquake-zone-entr
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-birmingham-64665715
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/emergency-situation-report-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-february-14-17-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/devastating-earthquakes-southern-turkiye-and-northern-syria-friday-17-february-2023-situation-report-12-updated-2359-gmt3-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-response-day-12-grim-milestones-and-careful-considerations-rescues-remain-rare
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outskirts, to facilitate demolitions. However, tent solutions are not suitable in many areas,
particularly due to the harsh winter conditions. Those higher up in mountainous areas for
example, will face even more difficulty (AP 17/02/2023).

Some people who have remained in damaged areas have started to return to their damaged
buildings, due to the cold and risk of hypothermia (HOPE 10/02/2023). Other people wish to
remain close to their buildings, out of fear of missing government aid, awaiting emergency
shelter solutions, wanting to stay with their loved ones who are still under the rubble, or staying
close to their belongings (MDM 18/02/2023). These people are at increased risk of injury or
death due to aftershocks or new earthquakes that may cause further damage or collapse to
unstable buildings. This proved to be a very real risk following the 20 February earthquake,
where at least six people died in an unknown number of additional buildings that collapsed.

Next to the displaced in the affected provinces, earthquake survivors have evacuated to other
more liveable areas. Those with means have evacuated to other parts of Türkiye. In western
and southern Turkish areas including the capital and Istanbul, rents are skyrocketing. In Ankara
for example, rents have increased by 25-57% (Middle East Eye 16/02/2023). The people who
evacuated to other areas themselves, are also in need of shelter solutions, rent and cash
assistance, and NFIs (MDM 18/02/2023).

As seen in table 3, the hardest hit areas include Adiyaman, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep
and Malatya. In Adiyaman, Kahramanmaras, Hatay and Malatya provinces, key informant
interviews with around 1,300 respondents have been done across 1,800 administrative units.
Some 26% of respondents indicate that three quarters of the buildings in their locations have
been damaged. A further 72% indicated the need for tents, containers or other forms of
emergency shelter solutions in their location (STL 17/02/2023). Further assessments found that
out of 131 emergency shelters in Hatay, Kilis, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep and Adiyaman
provinces, 37% were coordinated tent sites established by the government, 17% makeshift
tents in public areas such as parks and 7% makeshift tent sites in other spaces. 95% of the
emergency shelters lacked sufficient heating (RI 20/02/2023).

In Kahramanmaras, the government estimates that damages to buildings are as high as 40%
(AFAD 19/02/2023). There are an estimated 10-15 temporary emergency shelter sites for an
estimated 270,000 - 300,000 people (40-45% of the population) in Kahramanmaras city. Many
displaced in Kahramanmaras are staying in the football stadium (RI 20/02/2023; Al Jazeera
18/02/2023; Save the Children 14/02/2023).

In Gaziantep province, the Gaziantep city center is relatively better off than its Islahiye and
Nurdağı districts, which have been reportedly hit hard. In Hatay, destruction has been noted in
Samandağ, Kırıkhan, Dörtyol, and Altınözğü, and Antakya districts, with Antakya and Kirikhan
reportedly severely affected. The 20 February earthquake impacted Defne district. In
Samandağ, Antakya and Defne districts (Hatay), a rapid assessment of 77 KIs was conducted.
38% of them indicated they were residing outdoors; 11% in their vehicles and a further 11% in
their backyards. With the recent events of the 20th February earthquake, these needs are likely
to have increased further (IBC 17/02/2023; MDM 18/02/2023; Save the Children 14/02/2023).

https://apnews.com/article/2023-turkey-syria-earthquake-earthquakes-business-5d142b6bb8e628404fdfd494ffc14f90
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/millions-displaced-project-hope-sounds-alarm-humanitarian-crisis-turkiye-syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/emergency-situation-report-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-february-14-17-2023
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-earthquake-rent-prices-surge-migration-safe-homes
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/emergency-situation-report-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-february-14-17-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-17022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/rapid-needs-assessment-report-turkiye-earthquake-response-february-2023-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/minister-suleyman-soylu-10-thousand-liras-were-paid-accounts-335-thousand-956-families-entr
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-emergency-situation-update-4
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/18/doctors-rush-to-quake-region-amid-collapsing-healthcare-system
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-turkiye-shaken-core-assessing-impact-earthquake-essn-and-c-essn-recipients
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/emergency-situation-report-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-february-14-17-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
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Syrian refugees in Temporary Accommodation Centers (TACs), have accommodated earthquake
survivors. The population in the Kahramanmaras TAC for example, has doubled since the
earthquake (Afet Bilgi 22/02/2023). Figures are unavailable, but reports seem to indicate similar
increases in other TACs (WFP 16/02/2023). In Kahramanmaras in particular, the TAC is
reportedly the only place where displaced Syrian refugees are sheltered (WHH 15/02/2023).
Aid workers indicate that attention needs to be paid to potential intercommunal tensions
between Syrian refugees and Turkish communities: Syrian refugees do not always have the
same access to emergency shelter provisions. This also leads to displaced Syrians crossing the
border, as they report to not have access to emergency tents or collective centers like mosques
(BBC 17/02/2023). An unknown number of Syrian refugees has taken up residence with friends
and family in the area (WHH 15/02/2023).

NFIs

In all areas where people have lost their homes, NFI needs are high. They include almost
everything, ranging from mattresses, sleeping bags and bedding, underwear, blankets, cooking
equipment, batteries, flashlights, powerbanks and aforementioned hygiene and dignity kits and
baby diapers, feeding bottles, and formula. In emergency shelter situations, people are in need
of energy and cooking solutions. In Hatay for example, shelter and insulation are the most
significant problems, with many people without tents, sleeping under tarpaulins and burning
fires for insulation (Save the Children 14/02/2023, STL 09/02/2023). Heating (small-sized
heating stoves preferred) as well as fuel for heating (wood, coal, propane) remains a dire need
(Save the Children 14/02/2023). In the four most affected provinces of Hatay, Kahramanmaras,
Gaziantep and Malatya, approximately 1,300 informants across 1,800 administrative units were
interviewed. 40% indicated a need for fuel (wood, coal, or gas) in their locations; another 40%
indicated the need for heaters and stoves (STL 17/02/2023).

Health

Around 15 hospitals in the 10 provinces have been moderately or severely damaged. More
than 115,000 people were injured. Increased cases of diarrhea reported. High PSS needs.

Impact and needs

● Health facilities

The Iskenderun hospital was already marked non-earthquake resistant in 2012 (BBC
15/02/2023). In Kahramanmaras, only one hospital has a functioning operation room (Al
Jazeera 18/02/2023). According to preliminary assessments by health actors, only one in seven
family health centers remain functional (either fully or partly) (OCHA 16/02/2023).

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmYzYzg3YmQtYWVhZi00ZGE5LTk5NmYtMzU2ZWUwZTM2MTQ5IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/map/turkiye/wfp-turkiye-syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-response-map-16022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/welthungerhilfe-earthquake-situation-report-15-february-2022
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crgz584x9gro
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/welthungerhilfe-earthquake-situation-report-15-february-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-09022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-17022023
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c06z73v2ypvo
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/18/doctors-rush-to-quake-region-amid-collapsing-healthcare-system
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/18/doctors-rush-to-quake-region-amid-collapsing-healthcare-system
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/02/10/turkey-earthquake-erdogan-government-response-corruption-construction/
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Adiyaman Gaziantep Hatay K.Maras Malatya

Destroyed,
damaged

or
closed/eva

cuated

N/A

Gaziantep hospital
(main building
including maternity
ward)

Antakya research hospital,
Antakya Mustafa Kemal
University hospital, state
hospitals in Iskenderun (Block
B), Reyhanli, Samandag,
Kirikhan.

N/A N/A

Operational 6 hospitals

25 field
hospitals

2 hospitals

18 field hospitals

9 hospitals

31 field hospitals

7 hospitals

13 field hospitals

1 hospital

11 field hospitals

Table 5 | Overview health facilities; RI 20/02/2023; UNFPA 10/02/202; BBC 23/02/2023; Minister of
Health 23/02/2023;

Around 15 hospitals in the 10 provinces have been damaged, the above table provides an
overview of known damages in the most affected provinces. These hospitals are closed either
because they collapsed or were evacuated due to damages. Medical facilities in Sanliurfa, such
as Eyyubiye Education Research Hospital and the Provincial Health Directorate were also
severely damaged; Adana university hospital was slightly damaged (BBC 23/02/2023; STL
07/02/2023). Particularly in Hatay province, many damages have been reported, and all
hospitals providing secondary and tertiary care in Defne and Samandag districts are closed (BBC
23/02/2023). While field hospitals have been set up, many of these have also already been
taken down, as foreign first responders have left. As such, the capacity gaps are changing
frequently.

The Emergency Medicine Association of Turkey (EMAT), stated that the priorities are to increase
the availability of dialysis centers, orthotic and prosthetic equipment, and specialized
physiotherapy centers (STL 17/02/2023). At least 67 doctors have died in the earthquake (The
Lancet 18/02/2023). In addition, surviving medical staff may be hindered as they are also
personally affected by the disaster, thus the need for additional capacity (STL 17/02/2023).
Medication is reportedly better at central locations, but common medication including antibiotics,
cold treatment, and commonly used medicine for chronic illnesses including heart, blood
pressure, thyroid, etc. is either hard to reach or depleting in stock rapidly. In addition, while
medication may be available at major health facilities, basic medication is lacking for the
displaced who cannot always access facilities  (RI 20/02/2023; Save the Children 14/02/2023).

● Health status

Mental health and psychosocial support is needed for the affected population, who are suffering
distress and trauma from the ongoing disaster situation (Nirengi 23/02/2023). Diarrhea and
acute intestinal infection cases have increased. Diphtheria and hepatitis B vaccines are also
needed (MoH 20/02/2023; Evrensel 13/02/2023, Sozcu 12/02/2023). Lack of shelter and
exposure to severe winter weather conditions may lead to hypothermia, particularly for the
people who are sheltered in tents. Overcrowded living conditions, as well as a lack of sanitation
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facilities and cuts in water supply, can lead to unsanitary conditions with increased risk of
infectious disease, including cholera and other waterborne and communicable disease and
infections. The Ministry of Health announced that they identified rotavirus in a small number of
patients in Gaziantep and Osmaniye, one case of chickenpox in Kahramanmaras, and a small
number of cases of rotavirus and adenovirus in Adiyaman. No further outbreaks are expected
(MoH 20/02/2023).

Those who are relying on fires for cooking and to keep warm may have increased risk of
respiratory problems. People who remain close to debris, may be at increased risk of health
complications caused by asbestos and other hazardous material (TMMOB 20/02/2023). In
addition, people with underlying medical conditions may face limited access to medical care due
to the damages and overburdening of the health infrastructure. Tetanus is increasing due to
injuries incurred through nails, iron, or other objects (Nirengi 23/02/2023).

Since the earthquake and as of 20 February, approximately 6,500 babies have been born in the
crisis-affected areas. An estimated 214,000 women in the affected regions are currently
pregnant. About 24,000 births are expected over the next month, of which 15% of them may
have complications. This puts them at increased risk of complications related to pregnancy and
childbirth, particularly in combination with the disrupted access to obstetric and neonatal
services, as well as the harsh weather conditions. There have already been reports of delayed
cesarians, leading to health complications in newborns (Al Jazeera 18/02/2023). Pregnant
women or those who are about to give birth may also need maternal health kits (MoH
20/02/2023; UNFPA 16/02/2023, UNFPA 10/02/2023, WHO 11/02/2023).

Next to physical care, many earthquake survivors are reportedly in need of psychological first
aid as well as longer-term psychosocial support (STL 09/02/2023, UNFPA 10/02/2023). Many
displaced people are also afraid to return to their areas of origin due to the trauma experienced
and the fear of aftershocks.

Casualties numbers are expected to rise significantly, as rubbles and debris are being cleared.
Estimates of expected casualties go between 45,330 fatalities (Risk Layer 08/02/2023) and as
high as 180,000 (The Economist 08/02/2023). As of 19 February, at least 21,859 people were
receiving treatment, of which 6,108 were inpatients. The reported number of discharged
patients is 13,612 (Minister of Health 19/02/2023).

Injured Death

Türkiye 115,000 43,500

| Table 6 | Consolidated casualties figures | Sources: AA 21/02/2023; Reuters 23/02/2023

The data included below is incomplete, but provides an overview.
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Hatay Gaziantep Kahrama
nmaraş

Osmaniye Malatya Adana Diyarbakir Sanliurfa Adiyaman Kilis Elazig

Deaths
17,43

6 3,450 11,64
6 1,030 1,346 600 407 304 6,276 74 5

Injured
17,00

0 12,468 5,000 2,606 9,000 7,4
50 902 4,663 11,778 754 379

| Table 7 | Casualties per city | Sources: AA 21/02/2023; AMDA 19/02/2023; SRC 18/02/2023; STL

17/02/2023; Mayor of Hatay 12/02/2023, Cumhuriyet 12/02/2023, Sabah 10/02/2023; SRC 10/02/2023;

WASH

Lack of access to toilets or sanitation facilities are the main reported concern. There is an
increased risk of disease, in some locations latrine to people ratios reportedly as low as 1:20;
in various locations such as makeshift settlements, there are no latrines at all. Latrines
provided not accessible to people with disabilities. High needs of hygiene and dignity kits.
Drinking water infrastructure reportedly repaired, yet drinking water in Hatay unsuitable for
consumption following the 20 February quake.

On 20 February, the government reported that 98% of drinking water infrastructure across the
11 provinces had been repaired. Damages were previously reported in Hatay, Diyarbakir,
Sanliurfa, Adana, Adiyaman and Gaziantep provinces (Ministry of Environment 20/02/2023).
Yet, AFAD still indicates that thousands of households in Adiyaman, Hatay, and Kahramanmaras
are not receiving water. Estimates range from 37,000-200,000 in these provinces (AFAD
24/02/2023). In addition, the Ministry of Health had warned against using city water for
drinking, due to insufficient chlorination; this was particularly noted for Hatay province following
the 20th February earthquake (BBC 21/02/2023; STL 17/02/2023). It should be noted that tap
water is rarely used for drinking as a result of chlorine sterilization of water; bottled water is
distributed.

While drinking water infrastructures have been repaired and bottled water distributions are
ongoing, people staying at newly established emergency shelters and tent sites have limited
access to running water and sanitation facilities. This holds true for different types of emergency
shelters, including coordinated tent sites, makeshift settlements and several newly established
container camps (RI 20/02/2023; OCHA 16/02/2023, WHH 15/02/2023). For example, an
assessment across 290 key informants in 131 emergency shelters (coordinated or makeshift
tent sites) in Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep, and Adiyaman found that 33% of respondents
did not have clean water for drinking. A further 84% did not have clean water for washing (RI
20/02/2023).
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While some container camps are connected to the municipal water and sewage systems, the
latrine to people ratio has been reported as 1:20, below SPHERE standards (RI 20/02/2023). For
example an assessment across 290 key informants in 131 emergency shelters (coordinated or
makeshift tent sites) in Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep, and Adiyaman found that 85% of
shelters did not have sufficient, appropriate, or clean toilets, and 85% of toilets did not have
water (RI 20/02/2023).

Next to uncleanliness and overcrowdedness, the limited portable toilets available in
displacement sites are not gender-segregated, such as in 91% of the emergency shelters
assessed above (RI 20/02/2023; BCC 17/02/2023). In addition, these toilet facilities are not
accessible to people with disabilities; additional latrines provided by the government will likely
not be accessible to people with disabilities either (RI 20/02/2023; UNFPA 10/02/2023).   In
makeshift tent sites in Hatay, Gaziantep and Kahramanmaras, makeshift latrines are built by
communities. Portable latrines are still limitedly available (Reuters 12/02/2023).

For all affected areas, including established tent sites and other emergency shelters, this means
mobile WASH facilities and handwashing stations, as well as water tanks are needed to provide
sufficient water. In addition, people need to be able to wash themselves and their clothes. Water
storage solutions have not yet been provided at emergency shelters (Save the Children
13/02/2023). In addition, waste management will be needed for all makeshift sites and
emergency shelters, to avoid further unhygienic situations, pests, and rodents.

Dignity and hygiene kits are highly needed in the absence of clean water and sanitation. These
also include sanitary pads for women, access to which is reportedly limited in all provinces, as
well as baby and adult diapers (STL 17/02/2023; STL 14/02/2023). Hygiene kits reportedly
need to become inclusive of more items, including rash cream, fungus treatments (for those
who cannot remove socks/shoes), moisturizer and lip balm (rashes and bleeding due to the
cold), disinfectants (kolonya, local disinfectant preferred), dry shampoo and lice shampoo (Save
the Children 14/02/2023).

Food Security

Ready to eat foods and hot meals are needed in all displacement sites. Shortage of baby
formula reported. People in rural areas may not move to emergency shelter or tent locations,
meaning food distributions may not reach these populations.

Due to the earthquake, many urban displaced populations are reliant on community kitchens or
food distributions including hot meals three times a day, wheat for bread making, and
ready–to-eat rations (IBC 21/02/2023; WFP 16/02/2023). Durable food items in the most
affected provinces of Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep and Malatya were confirmed to be a
dire food need by 60% of approximately 1,300 key informants across 1,800 administrative units
(STL 17/02/2023). In addition, reports from displaced populations indicate that, while food
distributions are ongoing, they are not sufficient and oftentimes people wait in line to no avail,
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as the food runs out (NPR 11/02/2023). Other than food distributions, which reportedly do not
reach all displaced, people have very limited to no food options.

Next to regular food distribution, people with dietary requirements (e.g. celiac patients) need to
meet their dietary needs (STL 14/02/2023). A shortage of baby formula continues to be
reported throughout the provinces (The Lancet 18/02/2023; STL 11/02/2023, Save the Children
14/02/2023). In addition, populations from rural areas may be asked to relocate to more
formalized tent camps often located on the outskirts of urban areas - yet it is unknown whether
they will comply (Save the Children 16/02/2023). In those cases, food and other aid
distributions may not reach these populations.

Due to the damages in urban and rural areas, the reliance on food distributions, and the
expected time it will take to restore supply chains, moderate malnutrition may occur, which puts
pregnant and lactating women, children, older people, and people with disabilities at risk (OCHA
16/02/2023).

Livelihoods

Earthquake affected provinces reliant on agriculture; labor shortages jeopardize sowing and
harvesting seasons. Livelihoods in urban and rural areas are heavily damaged.

Households living in the earthquake-affected region in Turkey were already economically
vulnerable. The earthquake is expected to further worsen the fragile economic situation of the
affected refugees and make achieving financial stability even harder. Natural disasters have a
greater effect on the wealth of larger households compared to smaller households. The size of
the household also affects the extent of the income loss. The affected region in Turkey has lower
median income, higher debt, and lower savings as compared to non-affected regions. Most of
the households in the affected area do not have financial safety nets to cope with the negative
financial impact of the earthquake. Among the employed individuals, a substantial number of
the working people in the affected region were engaged in seasonal labor (IFRC & Turkish Red
Crescent 18/02/2023).

Food needs will continue to exist in the earthquake affected areas, as buildings, including
homes, markets, shops and other food places have been destroyed. The tourism industry in the
provinces has also been largely affected (BBC 19/02/2023). This comes on top of destruction to
agriculture in rural areas. In an assessment among 290 key informants in Adiyaman, Hatay,
Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras, and Kilis, 85% of respondents indicated that they do not have a
reliable source of income (RI 20/02/2023). While many banks are operating, people have lost
access to their bank accounts or documentation, adding to the increasing need for cash, 86% of
respondents indicated they do not have money to meet their basic needs, a further 73% could
not access their bank accounts (RI 20/02/2023).

Agriculture is one of the most important economic activities in the affected provinces. Reports
from rural areas have included damages to crop and livestock production capacity, loss of

https://www.npr.org/2023/02/11/1155955553/turkey-earthquake-gaziantep-displaced-people
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-14022023
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)00320-3/fulltext
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-11022023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-turkiye-shaken-core-assessing-impact-earthquake-essn-and-c-essn-recipients
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/kahramanmaras-earthquake-turkiye-shaken-core-assessing-impact-earthquake-essn-and-c-essn-recipients
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64687578
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/rapid-needs-assessment-report-turkiye-earthquake-response-february-2023-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-emergency-situation-update-4


Update #10| 24 of February 2023 23

animals and animal shelters, greenhouses, irrigation facilities, food product facilities. Damaged
dams that had to be emptied (such as Sultansuyu), meant 100 tonnes of grown fish and 14
million other fish perished (Birgun 23/02/2023). Though much of the reports and response focus
on urban areas, residents of rural areas also need support for their livestock. For example, tents
for livestock in places where stables have collapsed, as well as dry animal feed to sustain their
livestock (OCHA 16/02/2023, STL 14/02/2023). As of late February, the citrus harvesting season
has started and sowing time of cotton, legumes and vegetables is approaching. However, labor
shortages due to the earthquake mean it is unsure whether this sowing and harvest will be
successful, which may also jeopardize future harvests. This may add to further food insecurity
and rising food prices country-wide (Birgun 23/02/2023, Ekotrent 21/02/2023).

Provinces exposed to earthquake disasters produce 20.9% of the country's crop production,
12% of cereals and other crops, 14.5% of the total cultivated agricultural area, 12% of the
cattle and 16.3% of the small cattle, according to the Turkish Enterprise and Business
Confederation (Turkonfed 10/02/2023). The food industry was affected by the earthquakes,
including milling, crops, dairy and meat, bakery and primary processing sectors. Further, a
decline in agricultural supplies, in turn, could fuel food price inflation, which stood at 71% in
January (OCHA 16/02/2023, Al Monitor 11/02/2023).

Markets

Markets in central Gaziantep and Adana are reportedly functional. In Hatay, only one market
(Arsuz) is reportedly functioning (Save the Children 14/02/2023). In an assessment among 290
key informants in Adiyaman, Hatay, Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras, and Kilis, 90% of respondents
indicated that the markets they used to use have been affected by the earthquake. 77% of
respondents indicated markets are either destroyed or closed, 11% indicated that items are
limitedly available in markets, and 13% stated prices have increased (RI 20/02/2023).

Logistics

Damage reported around roads in Hatay, notably highways around Antakya. Hatay, including
Antakya, is reportedly hard to reach. Electricity is lacking due to damages; heating and fuel
for heating in harsh winter conditions remains a dire need.

Transportation

As of 23 February, the Elbistan-Golbasi road in Kahramanmaras and Adiyaman is closed. Various
roads around Adiyaman and Malatya districts are also closed (see map). One tube of the
Erkenek tunnel in Malatya is closed. Hatay province in general remains reportedly very hard to
reach; Antakya city and district have limited access due to debris and damages (Logistics
Cluster 23/02/2023; BBC 20/02/2023; Sozcu 19/02/2023). The Limak terminal at Iskinderun
port is closed (Logistics Cluster 23/02/2023). No long-term logistics gaps for storage facilities
or transportation are expected, however perhaps some short-terms additional warehouse

https://www.birgun.net/haber/30-tarim-orgutunden-aciklama-tarim-ve-hayvancilik-enkaz-altinda-422486
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-14022023
https://www.birgun.net/haber/30-tarim-orgutunden-aciklama-tarim-ve-hayvancilik-enkaz-altinda-422486
https://ekonomi.haber7.com/ekonomi/haber/3303906-deprem-bolgesinde-tarim-ve-hayvancilikta-acilen-yapilmasi-gerekenler
https://turkonfed.org/Files/ContentFile/turkonfed2023kahramanmarasearthquakepre-assessmentstatusreport021223-9583.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/02/massive-quake-cost-deepen-turkeys-economic-woes
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/rapid-needs-assessment-report-turkiye-earthquake-response-february-2023-0
https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=tur-23-a
https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=tur-23-a
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2023/gundem/hatayda-yariklarin-olustugu-3-kilometrelik-yol-coktu-7596946/
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/logcluster-production-files/public/2023-02/Logistics%20Response_Coordination%20Call_SYRTUR_EQ_Gaziantep_Meeting%20minutes_230217.pdf


Update #10| 24 of February 2023 24

facilities are needed within the 11 provinces to procure goods and facilitate efficient distributions
(OCHA 16/02/2023, Logistics Cluster 14/02/2023, WHH 15/02/2023).

As of 17 February, some congestion had been noted for aid cargo coming through the Bulgarian
border at the Andreevo–Kapikule border (Logistics Cluster 17/02/2023).

Airports in all major towns are open; Adiyaman airport is functional but without capacity for
civilian flights; Hatay airport is not open for humanitarian operations (Logistics Cluster
17/02/2023). Adana airport is currently used as the main entry point for transportation of
international and domestic cargo; this may shift to Gaziantep airport later (Logistics Cluster
14/02/2023, Logistics Cluster 10/02/2023). Updates on the logistics situation are issued in this
dashboard (Logistics Cluster 02/2023).

Map 6 | Road functionality as of 23 February; Logistics Cluster 23/03/2023

Telecommunications

Phone lines have been disrupted throughout the southern provinces. Operators have started
support to provide domestic mobile calls free-of-charge and to set up Wi-Fi hotspots in affected
areas. There is no confirmed timeline for the full restoration of services which remain

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiyesyria-earthquake-situation-update-2-14-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/welthungerhilfe-earthquake-situation-report-15-february-2022
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/logcluster-production-files/public/2023-02/Logistics%20Response_Coordination%20Call_SYRTUR_EQ_Gaziantep_Meeting%20minutes_230217.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/logcluster-production-files/public/2023-02/Logistics%20Response_Coordination%20Call_SYRTUR_EQ_Gaziantep_Meeting%20minutes_230217.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiyesyria-earthquake-situation-update-2-14-february-2023
https://logcluster.org/document/turkiyesyria-earthquake-meeting-minutes-gaziantep-10-february-2023
https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=tur-23-a
https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=tur-23-a
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intermittent in some areas. As of 19 February, mobile coverage was very limited throughout
Adiyaman and Kahramanmaras, as well as outside the city centers of Gaziantep, Hatay and
Malatya (IFRC 19/02/2023; OCHA 16/02/2023).

Energy

While electricity grids have been largely restored, the provinces with most grids down are
reportedly Hatay, Kahramanmaras, and Adiyaman (AFAD 24/02/2023). Electricity remains
scarce for people in earthquake affected areas, due to damages. AFAD estimates that most lack
of electricity is recorded in Hatay, Kahramanmaras, and Malatya, where about 100,000
subscribers in each province do not have electricity (AFAD 24/02/2023). Hatay province in
general, and Antakya city specifically for example, has no electricity due to the damages
incurred. This means at night the city is in darkness, paired with cold for the displaced due to
winter conditions (Logistics Cluster 23/02/2023; Bloomberg HT 14/02/2023). This is confirmed
by an analysis of light data, where a loss of lighting after the earthquake was particularly
observed in Hatay, Kahramanmaras and Adiyaman. In many sectors of Antakya, night-time light
declined by more than 90 per cent; in Adiyaman, eastern sectors of the city lost more light than
western sectors; and downtown Antakya city (areas with higher light density) lost significant
light post-earthquake (OCHA 16/02/2023). Heating (small-sized heating stoves preferred) as
well as fuel for heating (wood, coal, propane) remains a dire need (Save the Children
14/02/2023). Similarly, there have been many demands for generators; as many have been
donated it is unclear how large the current gap is (Haber Global 16/02/2023).

There was damage to the country’s energy infrastructure: The state-owned natural gas
transmission pipeline between Kahramanmaras-Gaziantep ruptured in two sections (The
Telegraph 06/02/2023, JRC 10/02/2023). While pipelines have since been repaired, according to
AFAD gas supply is partial in Adiyaman, Gaziantep, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, and Malatya (AFAD
24/02/2023). The gas, gasoline and diesel stock of most of the fuel stations in the southeast are
reportedly empty (Syria TV 09/02/2023).

The Sultansuyu dam in Malatya as well as the Ataturk dam may have suffered structural
damage which could lead to further problems in the longer term.

Education

Schools will resume intermittently in affected areas, on 1 March, 13 March and 27 March.

Students in the affected area will be transferred to schools in the surrounding provinces if they
wish. As of 21 February, around 100,000 students have been relocated to attend different
schools (Ministry of Education 21/02/2023). In the 11 provinces affected by the earthquake,
attendance at schools will not be required in the second term (Minister of Education
09/02/2023, Minister of Education 08/02/2023). Schools have been closed temporarily -

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/post-quake-rapid-needs-assessment-report-turkiye-february-20-2023
https://www.bloomberght.com/elder-deprem-bolgesinde-enerjisiz-trafo-orani-yuzde-2-2325231
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-2023-earthquakes-situation-report-no-1-16-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-response-rapid-needs-assessment-hatay-kahramanmaras-adiyaman-gaziantep
https://haberglobal.com.tr/gundem/afet-bolgelerinde-jenerator-neden-cok-onemli-232010
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/02/06/turkey-earthquake-live-updates-gaziantep-map-tremor-news-latest/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/02/06/turkey-earthquake-live-updates-gaziantep-map-tremor-news-latest/
https://www.syria.tv/%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110
https://twitter.com/prof_mahmutozer/status/1623686004354830338
https://twitter.com/prof_mahmutozer/status/1623335619668676613
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affecting an estimated four million children (RI 20/02/2023). The minister of Education reported
that schools will start again on 1 March in Adana, Kilis, Diyarbakir and Sanliurfa. InGaziantep
and Osmaniye, schools will reopen on 13 March. In the remaining provinces (Adiyaman,
Malatya, Kahramanmaras and Hatay), schools will resume after 27 March (Anadolu Agency
20/02/2023). For the latter provinces, this is already one month later than the previously stated
reopening date. Further delays to the reopening of schools may come up.

President Erdoǧan announced on 11 February that university education will be shifted online to
allow for the use of state dormitories by people who have lost their houses (Hurriyet Daily News
12/02/2023, Anadolu Agency 11/02/2023). This has sparked criticism and opposition as access
to education may be much less for students who do not have good internet connection, laptops,
or other means to follow online education (Bianet 13/02/2023).

95 out of 20,868 school buildings have been damaged or destroyed in the earthquake (AFAD
19/02/2023). Currently, many school buildings are being used to temporarily shelter displaced
people (UNHCR 13/02/2023). While this is temporary, lessons from previous disasters learn that
this may lead to longer-term damages and closures. Longer-term closures may lead to learning
loss, dropouts, and can affect children’s psychosocial well-being (OCHA 16/02/2023). When
schools reopen in the affected provinces, it is unclear if children are able to attend; as many are
likely to still be located in tent sites. Education solutions for these displaced children will need to
be implemented.

Next to buildings, many school and educational materials have been lost in the earthquake.
Families are likely in need of support in obtaining school supplies.

Protection

A state of emergency following the earthquake has reportedly led to an increase in violence
against civilians by law enforcement including arbitrary arrests and extrajudicial killings.
Vulnerable groups are at increased risk of violence and legal assistance is needed for people to
exercise their housing, land, and property rights. Syrian refugees, who make up a significant
portion of the affected population face additional risks and reported unequal access to
humanitarian assistance.

Following the declaration of the state of emergency, there has been an increase in reports of
violence of law enforcement against civilians. These reports include arbitrary arrest, torture and
extrajudicial killings, violating the right to life. Civil society and human rights organizations have
expressed concern that the state of emergency is being used to silence any critics of the
government’s crisis management. Three broadcasters have already been fined for criticizing the
government’s disaster management, violating the freedom of expression (The Guardian
23/02/2023; ANF 21/02/2023). This also includes violence against prisoners, where basic needs

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-emergency-situation-update-4
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/asrin-felaketi/deprem-bolgesindeki-4-ilde-egitim-ogretim-1-martta-baslayacak/2825311
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/govt-decision-to-shift-to-online-education-in-universities-stirs-debate-180825
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/asrin-felaketi/cumhurbaskani-erdogan-depremler-nedeniyle-universitelerde-uzaktan-egitime-gecilecek/2815717
https://m.bianet.org/english/youth/274180-education-union-objects-to-closing-of-universities-until-summer-after-earthquakes
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/we-will-provide-both-material-and-emotional-support-each-and-every-citizen-entr
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/unhcr-turkiye-emergency-response-earthquake-13-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/23/turkey-fines-broadcasters-for-coverage-critical-of-earthquake-response
https://anfenglish.com/news/lawyer-akkaya-state-of-emergency-led-to-an-increase-in-lawlessness-and-violence-in-hatay-65644
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are reportedly largely unmet since the earthquakes (Turkish Minute 21/02/2023; Al Monitor
21/02/2023; ANF 22/02/2023; Diken 12/02/2023).

Protection is also a growing issue with regards to unaccompanied and separated children, risks
of gender-based violence, and reported unequal access to aid for Syrian refugees. Safety risks
for children, women and LGBTQ+ people are reported in the majority of temporary shelter and
accommodation areas. Shelter conditions of families staying close to damaged buildings are
especially risky for child safety and persons with disabilities (STL 11/02/2023).

As many people had to flee their homes as they were sleeping, it is likely that many people need
to be assisted in obtaining civil documentation. In addition, the Ministry of Migration announced
that many Syrian refugees will face postponements in the processing of their paperwork -
though this was already halted prior to the earthquake (Ministry of Migration 06/02/2023).

As many buildings and infrastructure are destroyed, people remaining in the area will become
more reliant on distributions to meet their daily needs. Specific protection risks for people with
disabilities, female headed households and other groups with specific needs may increase. Prior
to the earthquake, 8% of the 3.3 million households in the crisis-affected area was
female-headed; this number may have increased. Similarly the estimated number of women
with disabilities stood at 7.9% and for men at 5.9%; this number could also have increased
(OCHA 16/02/2023). Several reports already indicate access to provided services is limited for
groups with special needs: people with disabilities have less access to WASH facilities (RI
20/02/2023).

Extensive looting took place in Hatay and Kahramanmaras in the first week following the
earthquake. There are still reports of looting happening in abandoned buildings, particularly in
more well-off neighborhoods (Nirengi 23/02/2023).

Housing, land and property

In general, people are in need of legal assistance to exercise their rights, file for petitions and
receive compensations (Nirengi 23/02/2023). Much concern exists over the status determination
of destroyed and damaged buildings. Buildings which are marked as heavily damaged will be
demolished. However, tenants of these buildings will not be able to transfer their lease to other
and/or newly built buildings. Worries also exist for tenants whose buildings are marked as
moderately or slightly damaged, as these buildings may still not abide with the safety
regulations (BBC 20/02/2023).

Child protection

There are still 550 unaccompanied and separated children who are not yet reunited with their
families, including over 100 unidentified children. 450 are in hospitals and over 90 children have
been put under the Ministry of Family and Social Services’ (MoFSS) protection (BBC
22/02/2023). Restoration of family links is needed for these children. While the number of foster
family applications has significantly increased since the quake, it remains pertinent to closely vet
applicants to reduce child protection risks; and to first ensure the restoration of family links
(Save the Children 15/02/2023, STL 14/02/2023).

https://turkishminute.com/2023/02/21/mistreatment-right-violation-increased-prisons-in-southern-turkey-following-devastating-earthquakes/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/02/turkish-youth-dies-police-custody-impunity-soars-wake-turkeys-killer-quakes
https://anfenglishmobile.com/news/prisoners-in-islahiye-t-type-jail-tortured-by-guards-65653
https://www.diken.com.tr/adiyamanda-bes-gonullulu-iskence-edilip-sehir-disina-atildi/
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-11022023
https://en.goc.gov.tr/announcement3
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-who-have-survived-earthquakes-t-rkiye-and-syria-need-help-finding-their-families-not
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-emergency-situation-update-4
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/multi-sectoral-initial-rapid-needs-assessment-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-child-protection-kahramanmaras-earthquake-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/multi-sectoral-initial-rapid-needs-assessment-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-child-protection-kahramanmaras-earthquake-february-2023
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c909dll982no
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/live/64533110?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=63f5f29f94565055842f9236%26Aile%20ve%20Sosyal%20Hizmetler%20Bakan%C4%B1%20Yan%C4%B1k%3A%20Sitemizde%20refakatsiz%20%C3%A7ocuklar%20i%C3%A7in%20yeni%20sorgu%20ekran%C4%B1%20a%C3%A7t%C4%B1k%262023-02-22T10%3A46%3A55.945Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:f816c770-15c8-4804-84f5-593dd8ab3e95&pinned_post_asset_id=63f5f29f94565055842f9236&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-who-have-survived-earthquakes-t-rkiye-and-syria-need-help-finding-their-families-not
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkey-earthquake-emergency-situation-report-14022023


Update #10| 24 of February 2023 28

Gender-based violence

Displacement following the earthquake is resulting in overcrowding, unsafe and unhygienic living
conditions in evacuation centers and shelters. Many cannot access safe accommodation,
individual tents or areas with privacy, and do not have close family or friends to seek support.
While tents provide temporary shelter, they cannot be locked to provide safety. As WASH
facilities are overcrowded, privacy and gender–segregated facilities are non-existent. In
addition, at night there is no lighting in many urban areas, including at tent sites, posing
increased risk for women and children. This also leads to sexual harassment cases being
reported from temporary settings, as well as an increased risk of gender-based violence for
women and girls (UNFPA 10/02/2023). In general, women and girls are at increased risk of
abuse in crisis, due to a breakdown of social security and health and protection services. This is
corroborated by lessons learned from previous earthquakes such as Nepal, where an increase in
violence against women and girls in temporary shelters was reported (BBC 17/02/2023; UNFPA
16/02/2023). Due to the earthquake damages, capacity of staff affected by the earthquake, and
other causes, referral pathways are likely to be interrupted.

Given the reportedly high psychosocial needs, safe spaces are needed, particularly for women
and children, where they can access psychosocial support as well as other activities. Counseling
and practical information on referral and seeking other types of support are also needed for the
affected population (OCHA 16/02/2023, IBC 15/02/2023).

Syrian refugees

An estimated 1.74 million Syrian refugees are living in the crisis-affected areas (OCHA
16/02/2023). Intercommunity tensions between the Turkish population and Syrian refugees
were already increasing prior to the earthquake, as well as ahead of the May 2023 elections.
Discriminating rhetoric which has increased since has been shared on social media, but also
takes place at political level. The far-right politician Ümit Özdağ for example, continued to
accuse Syrian refugees of profiting from the disaster situation and looting aid, contributing to
the spread of fake news and rumors on social media and further negative discrimination against
Syrians (Middle East Eye 12/02/2023). There have been various reports of Syrian refugees who
faced violence by authorities and civilians (HRW 24/02/2023; Reuters 13/02/2023; Bianet
22/02/2023). Tensions may increase due to the situation, where many people have lost their
homes and need to share emergency shelter.

There have been reports of deliberate discrimination against Syrian refugees in the aftermath of
the earthquake in accessing emergency shelter and assistance (Financial Times 02/2023). This
includes the denial of humanitarian assistance (HRW 24/02/2023). For example, in
Kahramanmaras, the displaced are given separate emergency shelters reportedly only in the
pre–existing TAC destined for Syrian refugees. In addition, Syrian refugees in several provinces
including Diyarbakir, have reported that accessing shelter and aid is more complicated for them,
as they do not know exactly where to go and are not always placed in shared emergency
shelters. Rather, they arrange their own accommodation with friends or relatives, which then
makes them less visible for distributions or other aid that happens at larger shelters. Other
reports have stated that Turkish authorities are moving Syrians affected by the earthquake in

https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/Turkiye%20Sitrep%231_10%20Feb2023%20.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/cld779nkx4qo
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/survivors-face-new-risks-earthquake-ravaged-turkiye-health-and-protection-services-brought-brink
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https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/flash-appeal-turkiye-earthquake-february-april-2023
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https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/earthquake-fans-anti-syrian-sentiment-turkey-amid-desperate-conditions-2023-02-13/
https://m.bianet.org/english/migration/274656-sorry-we-thought-you-were-thieves-refugee-recounts-attack-during-quake-rescue-efforts
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https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiyesyria-human-rights-response-6-february-earthquakes-enar
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Mersin to make space for Turkish ones (The New Arab 12/02/2023). This is corroborated by
reports of Syrian refugees crossing the border, stating that they need to temporarily go back to
Syria as they do not have access to emergency shelter solutions (BBC 17/02/2023).

In addition, since 2019 there have been increasing reports of the violation of the principle of
non-refoulement. For example, the Turkish authorities rounded up and deported Syrian
refugees at various instances (HRW 22/10/2022). In the run up to the elections and political
climate, there have been vows to return all Syrian refugees to Syria (Daily Sabah 01/2022). In
the aftermath of the earthquake, where many Syrians have lost their documents and need to
travel without them, there are fears that they are at heightened risk of abuse.

In addition, refugees might also experience language barriers and the disruption of regular
public and humanitarian service provision, heightening their needs. Monitoring remains
necessary to ensure that the Syrian refugee population is given access to the same relief
assistance and tensions do not continue to build (WHH 15/02/2023; Middle East Eye
10/02/2023).

Information Gaps

The information is updated based on available sources. It remains incomplete and most sources
focus on urban areas. Major information gaps have been identified in the data collection and
analysis process. The following data are particularly missing:

● Accurate figures on displacement and location, as well as shelter type;

● Number of people in makeshift shelters
● Accurate figures on buildings destroyed, damaged, or undamaged ;
● Breakdown of sectoral needs per province ;
● WASH information on water supply, drinking water availability and sanitation facilities per

emergency shelter/makeshift site;
● Information on availability and accessibility of health services (beyond damaged

facilities).

The below infographics display the amount (465 reports) and type of information included in the
DEEP project as of 21 February. For more information on the DEEP project related to the
earthquake in Syria and Türkyie, please visit this link. A dashboard with the latest updates and
the repository of reports is available here.

https://www.newarab.com/news/turkey-authorities-ejecting-syrians-quake-shelters
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crgz584x9gro
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/24/turkey-hundreds-refugees-deported-syria
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/chp-chair-kilicdaroglu-vows-to-send-all-syrians-home-from-turkey/news
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/welthungerhilfe-earthquake-situation-report-15-february-2022
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-earthquake-antakya-scenes-devastation-despair
https://app.thedeep.io/projects/3637/tagging/sources/#/table
https://turkiyeeq.thedeep.io/
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| Infographic 1 | DEEP dashboard | Source: DEEP, 24 February 2023
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About This Report

This report is a synthesis of publicly available information, powered by the DEEP - the Data Entry and
Exploration Platform - a collaborative analysis platform for effective aid response - and supplemented by
assessment data provided by humanitarian partners working in-country. The analysis was conducted
independently by Data Friendly Space (DFS) on behalf of the DEEP project, currently funded by USAID
Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance (BHA).

Methodology

DFS Analysts and Information Management Officers collate and structure available information in the
DEEP platform daily.

The Data Entry and Exploration Platform (DEEP) is an intelligent web-based platform, offering a suite of
collaborative tools tailored for qualitative and secondary data review. DEEP is free, open source, and fully
accessible for all humanitarian and development users. Log in here: https://app.thedeep.io/login/

Each piece of information is tagged based on the pillars and sub-pillars of the
Analysis Framework, based on the JIAF 1.0 (see below) and developed in line with successful models used
across previous projects. The framework is shown below and comprises the humanitarian conditions (by
sector) and the operational environment. All the captured information receives additional tags to allow
examination of different categories of interest such as affected group, geographic location, etc.

Data Friendly Space analysts follow key steps for ensuring robust and sound humanitarian analysis,
relying on an analysis workflow and spectrum (see below). For this report, the analysts relied on the main
three first steps of the analysis spectrum – description, explanation, and interpretation.

https://thedeep.io/
https://app.thedeep.io/login/
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| Analysis Framework | Source: DFS, 2023
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About this report

This report is a synthesis of publicly available information, powered by the DEEP, the Data Entry and
Exploration Platform - a collaborative analysis platform for effective aid response - and supplemented
by assessment data provided by humanitarian partners working in-country. The analysis is jointly
conducted by Data Friendly Space (DFS) and iMMAP.

This project and report are made possible by the generous support of the American people through
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility
of Data Friendly Space and iMMAP and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United
States Government.

Get in touch with us

If you wish to have more information on this project or the DEEP, reach out to José Cobos
jose@datafriendlyspace.org , Cecilia Utas pm@thedeep.io or Ebru Eren Webb ebru.webb@ifrc.org

https://thedeep.io/
mailto:xx@datafriendlyspace.org
mailto:pm@thedeep.io
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